
                     Big Months Coming Up 

Join the Adventure, Come out and Fly!! 

The ERCS NEWS 

Pylon is looking for new pilots 

and for time keeper and help-

ers. Come out and fly or give a 

hand. Racing begins the 26th 

of April.  

Donõt forget to book the 1st of 

May for the CARFF Auction to 

be held the 1st of May in Syl-

van Lake. 

   

   

Well, another blah month has 

come and gone. With the 

beautiful weather weõve been 

having over the past couple of 

weeks, my fingers are itching 

to flash up a transmitter and 

get a plane in the air.  (Maybe 

this is the year I throw a pair of 

skies on an aircraft and keep 

my skills at a reasonable level 

during the dark hazy days of 

winter.)  

By the time you read this, the 

clocks will have sprung ahead, 

youõll notice the days are get-

ting longer and the smell of 

spring is in the air. Itõs defi-

nitely time to dust of the winter 

crud that has collected off the 

hangar occupants.  I think 

there maybe just enough time 

to recoat a couple of wings and 

repair that bomber before the 

runways are clear for wheeled 

takeoffs.  

Anyway, those are my plans, 

what are yours? With the snow 

melting as fast as it is, I can see 

the fields bustling with activity 

very shortly.  

So , what has this to do with the 

headline?  

Well have a quick look at the 

òDates to Remember and 

youõll see what I mean.  

It all kicks off with Ground 

School on the 17th of April. 

(For those of us who have not 

been active during the winter, 

this is an excellent opportunity 

to re -hone some of those un-

used skills.)  

You never know when a simple 

casual fly day can turn 

into a social event.  
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Dates to remember: 

¶ ERCS General Meeting 31 March, 2010  

¶ Ground School 17 April, 2010  

¶ 1st Pylon Race (Can always use Helpers) 26 

April, 2010  

¶ ERCS General Meeting 28 April, 2010  

¶ CARFF Annual Auction (Sylvan Lake) 1 May, 

2010  

¶ Pylon Events (Can always use Helpers) 3, 10, 17, 

31 May, 2010  

¶ Spring Combat 16 May, 2010  

¶ Paddle River Float Fly 21-23 May, 2010  

¶ ERCS General Meeting 26 May, 2010  

¶ Plylon events 7, 14, 21 June, 2010 

¶ US Scale Masters 18-20 June, 2010 

¶ Airfest 25,26,27 June, 2010 

¶ ERCS General Meeting , 30 June, 2010 (This is 

the last meeting for the summer months, the 

next meeting will be Sept 29, 2010) 
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Is it real or Memorex?  Mariusz  Pietrzykõs PZL (P.11) at the 

2009 US Scale Masters Event.  

Are you ready for this yearõs event? Itõs coming up quickly!!!  



Well, seeing as I have 3 submissions for 

this issue, I guess all is well in the Club.  

I do have one correction to make from the 

last issue however; in the article entitled 

Tri -Service (Revisited) I had identified 

Craig Greenõs Sopwith Pup as a 1/4 scale 

model from Balsa USA. It is in fact a 1/3 

scale model. (Sorry Sir!! I stand; cor-

rected!!!)  

Remember, this is your areas, your chance 

to rebut an article or correct something 

you found incorrect in an article.  (Did I 

mistype something that you happen to 

catch???)  

  

Swap Shop 

Remember, One manõs Swappable, 

might be another Manõs Treasure!! 

Check it out at  

www.ercs.ab.ca  

(Just click the Swap Shop link)  

  

Need to thin out after building that New 

Project all Winter? 

Got some Hangar Queens or items that 

you might not get around to starting, com-

pleting or using? 

Maybe you just might need a wing assem-

ble to put that crippled bird back into the 

air again! 

Well, check out the Swap Shop, where 

there is opportunity to thin that Hangar or 

pick up an item or two at a reasonable 

price. 

And now a Word from the Prez!!!  

Editorial and Other Stuff 

òThere is an art . . . to flying. 

The knack lies in learning how to 

throw yourself at the ground 

and miss.ó 

- Douglas Adams, 'The 

Hitchhikers Guide to the 

Galaxy.' 

Page 2 The ERCS NEWS 

 

óTill next time. 

Bill Derksen 

ERCS-

Pres@telus.net 

Hello, All. 

 

We know weôre not done with the snow 

yet, but spring definitely appears to be 

ñspringingò. The North Field is now cov-

ered with ski and float tracks, and I pre-

sume that Cloverbar is as well. 

 

Plans for getting Bremner ready to use are 

in place. Irrigation, power, fencing, etc 

will all be in place for the Scale Masters 

in June. Work parties will be required, so 

please be prepared to come out and help. 

 

The Cadet training program should be 

under way by the time you read this. 

Many thanks to Neil Hansen, Len Bois-

vert, and Great Hobbies for donating air-

planes. Also thanks to Iain Middleton, Al 

McGillis, Len Boisvert, Peter Cary, 

Wayne Beasley, and Deryl Kartz for un-

dertaking the ground school/construction 

phase.  

 

Tech topic for the March meeting will be 

about Power Expander systems, presented 

by HiFlite RC. Should be good info for 

guys flying larger planes. Please note: the 

tech talk will be in the main room right 

after meeting adjournment.  



Bill Derksen called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted. 

Motion to accept by Dave Kachorowski and seconded by Peter Cary. 

Committee Reports 

1. Grass, Roads and Maintenance: North Field is accessible. 

2. Noise, Safety and Frequency: Mark Stenhauer reported on the activities of the Noise Committee tabling three items ï copies 

attached to the official minutes:  

ACI Acoustical Consultants Inc. May 28, 2009 Sound Level Measurement Procedures.  This report outlines recommended proce-

dures the club should follow.  It was determined the report remain under the purview of the Executive and not posted on the web site.  

Bremner Field Noise Committee February 23, 2010 Purpose of Noise Measurement Procedures.  The committee has established that 

a noise level at the field of 90 dBA at 5 metres from the source would meet the county criteria of not exceeding the ambient noise 

level at TWP Road 540 established at 45 dBA.  The field noise level will be reviewed on an ongoing basis as more data is made 

available.  Noise measurements will be taken during the scale contest to reinforce data collected. 

Field Measurements of September 19 and 27, 2010.  Rick Wieringa reviewed the results of ambient noise readings taken at TWP 

Road 540 ï just west of the field entrance gate inside the property line.  The measurements indicated the average daily ambient noise 

levels were 51.3 and 65.5 dBA respectively. 

3. Wings: Nothing to report. 

4. Newsletter: Brad Lourie is looking for any information, photos, stories, winter projects for the next newsletter ï cut off 

March 12.  Forward information to ercsnews@shaw.ca.  

5. Pattern: Al Wesley reported the Western Canadian Pattern Contest will be at the Cloverbar Field July 31, August 1 with the 

National Pattern Contest in Calgary August 14, 15. 

6. Pylon: John Gemmell reported there will be a pylon event in Morinville at the end of June ï more to come. 

7. Sport/Combat: Muryl Marler indicated he is stepping down and Deryl Shivak is taking over as CD.  May 16 is the spring 

combat event. 

8. Scale: Nate Rondeau reported the scale contest will be held at the Bremner Field June 18, 19, 20.  Chris Hammond and Nate 

are the CDôs.  Chris is having a judging seminar in April.  

9. Float Fly: Peter Cary reported the spring Float Fly is May 21, 22, 23 at Paddle River. 

10. Electric: Nothing to report. 

11. Membership: Bob Donald reported there are 48 members and noted the 2010 gate keys have been stamped with an identify-

ing number.  Locks have not been changed. 

12. Website: Dave Corscadden - the very frustrated web master reported that he is the last one to be informed of events and has 

been scrounging event information from the MAAC website.  Contest Directors and event coordinators please, please forward event 

information and photos to Dave - webmaster@ercs.ab.ca  that you want posted to the web site.  Letôs keep the stress at a reasonable 

level. 

New Business 

1. Air Cadet Squadron: Bill Derksen is the coordinator for the cadet training program starting March 13 and needs 5 to 6 vol-

unteers for Saturdays.  Wayne Beasley, Peter Cary, Iain Middleton and Deryl Kartz have volunteered their time ï many thanks.  The 

Minutes of an ERCS General Meeting 

Febraury 24, 2010 
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intent is to have a ground school to get the squadron airplanes ready to fly with club instructors to teach cadets to fly.  The hope is to 

have cadets teach other cadets.  It was noted that MAAC has an air cadet program; the squadron has to apply to MAAC.  The squad-

ron requires surplus radios and airplanes.  Don St-Croix from the squadron noted there is a good response to the program ï some 45 

cadets and a few parents are interested.  However the program will limit this to 15 for now.  

2. Club 50th Anniversary Celebration: Bill reported the celebration program is coming together. 

Deryl Kartz is putting in another order for jackets - $44.00 basic with your name on the sleeve, $49.00 to add óinstructorô logo. 

Other Business 

Å The lucky winners of the draw were: Todd Tate, Larry Salamandick, Peter Cary and Muryl Marler. 

Technical Presentation: Ian Brooks from Hobby Wholesale presented a very informative session on 2.4 radios ï the good, bad and 

ugly on binding and features of various brands of transmitters.  

It was moved by Don Spence the meeting be adjourned at 8:40 PM.  Carried. 
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Next meeting will be held 
Wednesday 31 March, 2010 
at the Victoria Soccer Club 

Meeting to start at 7PM 
On the Agenda 

Committee Reports 
Tech Topic: Power Expander Systems 

Presented by HiFlite RC 

Next Meeting 

Get Active, Get Involved.  

Participate. Contribute.  

Start a Discussion.  

Check out the ERCS Forum on-line 

at 

www.ercs.ab.ca  

ERCS Forums 

The ERCS NEWS 



History 101: Canadian WW1 Ace to R/C Flyer (Connecting the Dots) 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

If you noticed the WW1 aircraft that Darrell 

and his son are posing in front of in the 

picture above, you will notice that it is a 

(replica) Sopwith Tri -plane. It is currently 

on display at the Aerospace Museum at the 

Calgary International Airport.  

 

If you blow the picture up you will find the 

Fuselage bears the number N6302 and the 

pilot name on the aircraft is A.W. Carter 

(on the starboard side).  

   

There is an interesting bit of history behind 

this combination and a just little bit of re-

search led me straight to an October 2007 

issue of the Tri -Area R/C Flyers Newslet-

ter.  (The Tri -Area R/C Flyers is a well establish R/

C Club out of Port Townsend, Washington (State.)  
(www.triarearc.org).)   

 

Now you may be asking yourself, who is 

A.W. Carter and why is there a replica of 

his aircraft at the Aerospace Museum in 

Calgary, and what the heck has a R/C Club 

based in Washington State have to do with 

this. 

 

Well, read on Mc Duffé. 

COMBAT!!! 

Page 5 

are still many on RCU and Ebay.  

Here are some of the positives:  

Having the fur ball closer will give the  

pilots a much better view and should 

result in more cuts and kills and fun for 

the pilots and spectators.  

Finding your plane after a crash will be 

easier, and lighter planes should have a 

better chance of survival.  

Most of the custom combat designs are 

made for the 25.  

In North America the "open B class" is by 

far the most common.  

I am hoping to demonstrate this May the 

difference that this change will make.  

Darrell  Shivak......  

As you read in the minutes, Muryl Marler 

has handed the hard hats, streamers and 

CD reins for ERCS COMBAT events over to 

Darrell Shivak. As such Darrell has asked 

me to run the following event change con-

siderations in the Newsletter. If you are a 

COMBAT pilot and/or intend to participate 

in this event on the 16th of May., I would 

strongly urge you to attend the General 

meeting on the 31st of March. I am quite 

sure this will be discussed at the meeting.  

Take it away Darrell!!  

 

Hi.. After being asked by Muryl after last 

falls combat to take over as Combat di-

rector we met today and made it official.  

I hope I can do as good a job as Muryl 

did for the last 10 years.   

 

Many thanks to Muryl for making this 

event happen, after winding my first 

streamer this afternoon I know how 

much work he did.  

He promised to come to the next event 

with a new plane!!!  

 

I am considering making a change that 

will take effect in May of 2011, I feel that 

the event will be better for the pilots and  

spectators if:  

.25ci is the maximum displacement per-

mitted starting in May 2011.  

MAAC rules state that their must be 500' 

from the spectator line for each cubic 

inch of displacement.  

Presently at .47ci the combat engage-

ment line is 235' from the spectator line. 

At .25ci the line would be 125' away  

a reduction of almost half.  

I realize that buying a new engine and 

building a new plane is an inconven-

ience, but building planes is what we 

are all about.  

and you can get a 25 from GMS(64$), OS, 

Webra, Fox, ASP, MVVS, SC and there 
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dets to partake in the program.  I 

would suspect that A.W.C. had close 

affiliation with his squadron. I would 

assume this because, A.W.C. was 

Davidõs father. 

 

Here is Davidõs autobiography as 

posted in the Oct 2007 issue of the 

Tri -Area RC. Flyers newsletter 

(courtesy Pete Granger Tri-Area RC Fly-

ers Newsletter Editor and David Carter. ) 

 

DAVE CARTER  
 

We ran a picture of Dave in the last 

newsletter ( enclosed in this article ).  

 

Here is his story:  

 

Born 1926, Victoria, B.C. Raised in 

Victoria and Vancouver, B.C.  

 

Moved to U.S. in 1948 to complete 

education in Mathematical Physics at 

Princeton.  

 

After holding temporary positions at 

Los Alamos NM, NYU, UW, and UC 

Berkeley, took a permanent position 

at OSU, Corvallis, Oregon, in 1961, 

where I taught and did research in 

mathematics until retiring in 1991.  

 

Moved to Port Ludlow in 1994.  

 

Flying Interests:  

 

My Dad, A.W. Carter, was a WWI 

ace, flying Sopwith Pups, Sopwith 

Triplanes, and Bentley Camels, etc. 

with the RNAS (Royal Naval Air Ser-

vice), in France. Brother -in-Law Dick 

Ferguson commanded a Mosquito 

squadron from Tofino, Vancouver 

Island in WWII.  A.W. founded the 

first Canadian Air Cadet squadron in 

Vancouver about 1939. (I remember 

taking ground school and marching 

endlessly around the armory and 

Stanley Park in the Air Cadets.)  

(Continued on page 7) 

 
Name: Alfred Williams "Nick" Carter  

(A.W.C.)   

Country: Canada  

Rank: Major  

Service: Royal Naval Air Service 

Royal Air Force  

Units: 3N, 10N; 3W (RNAS) 

210 (RAF)  

Victories: 17  

Born: 29 April 1894  
Place of Birth: Fish Creek, Alberta  

Died: 17 December 1986  

Place of Death: Vancouver, British Columbia 
  

The son of David and Martha Carter, 

Alfred Williams Carter was born on a 

ranch near Calgary and enlisted on 23 

December 1915 at Kingston, Ontario, 

where he had been a student at Queen's 

University.  

In 1916 he joined the Royal Naval Air 

Service and attended flight school at 

Thomas Brothers' School of Aviation in 

St. Augustine, Florida.  

In 1917, after serving with 3 Wing, he 

was posted to 3 Naval Squadron and 

scored 5 victories flying the Sopwith 

Pup.  

In June 1917 he was reassigned to 10 

Naval Squadron as a flight commander 

and scored 4 more victories flying the 

Sopwith Triplane.  

By the end of the war, he scored another 

8 victories flying the Sopwith Camel and 

assumed command of his squadron.  

Post-war he worked for the Air Board 

until April 1922, and in 1923 he owned 

and operated an automobile dealership, 

A.W. Carter, Ltd., in Victoria, B.C.  

 

Carter was an active member of the Air 

Cadet League of Canada. (More to follow on 

this)  
 

The 4 Victories while piloting N6302:  

 

17 Jul 1917 2000 10N Sopwith Triplane 

(N6302) Albatros D.V (OOC) Roulers  

 

23 Jul 1917 2025 10N Sopwith Triplane 

(N6302) Albatros D.V (OOC) Houthoulst 

Forest  

 

24 Jul 1917 1230 10N Sopwith Triplane 

(N6302) Albatros D.V (OOC) Langemarck  

 

27 Jul 1917 1930 10N Sopwith Triplane 

History 101 (Continued from page 5) (N6302) Albatros 

D.V (OOC) W of 

Tourcoing  

 

A.W.C. was 

awarded the Dis-

tinguished Service 

Cross on Aug 

29th, 1917 

 
ñFlt. Sub-Lieut. (act. 

Flt. Lieut.) Alfred 

Williams Carter, 

R.N.A.S. 

   This officer has at all 

times led his patrols with great courage, skill and 

pertinacity, often engaging superior numbers of 

hostile aircraft. 

   On 22 July 1917, he engaged, single-handed for 

half an hour, five enemy scouts which he pre-

vented from carrying out a reconnaissance. 

   On 24 July 1917, with one other pilot, he at-

tacked four enemy aircraft, one of which he drove 

down completely out of control.ò - óSupplement to 

the London Gazette, 29 August 1917ó 

 

Lest We Forget 

 
(Information gathered from The 

Aerodorme website. 
(www.theaerodrome.com)  

 

Now that Iõve established the Cana-

dian and a proud Albertan aspect 

behind this story, how does the Tri -

area R/C Flyers Club and radio con-

trol flying tie in?  

 

Well let me introduce David;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David was born in Victoria, BC in 

1926. He was raised in Victoria and 

Vancouver.  He was a vibrant young 

soul who (and this is speculation) 

was probably one of the first Air Ca-
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ond Easy Star, the first having semi -

disappeared near the top of a fir 

tree, where it ended up after being 

blown too far southward to recover.  

 

A grossly underpowered Slo -V --- 

45" wingspan V -tail. (I need to buy a 

bigger battery for it, 'though it'd still 

be useless in any wind).  

 

A Wing Dragon pusher sailplane 43" 

wingspan --- flimsy; replaced by the 

Easy Star. 

 

Brad: Do you participate in any of 
the club competitions (i.e. Scale, 

Pattern, Combat, etc)  

  

David: Before I checked out in  the 
LT-41, the club held a competition at 

the field. But sadly, there doesn't 

seem to be enough enthusiasm to 

continue them.  

(Presumably that's because our club 

is relatively small. We're across 

Puget Sound from the Seattle area --- 

on the relatively unpopulated Olym-

pic Peninsula --- which is how we 

like it, though it's a drive and ferry 

ride to our children in Bellevue).  

  

Brad: Are you still an active full 
scale pilot? (If yes, what type of air-

craft?) 

  

David: No. I'll turn 84 this month, 
(David, I snipped some of your per-

sonal stuff here). Nevertheless, ( and 

here too), I think I'll buy something 

that qualifies as a "sport aircraft" --- 

maybe a motor -glider ---  and put in 

some more hours.  Incidentally, my 

wife Ruth (nee Helen Ruth 

Ketcheson) served in the RCAF dur-

ing WWII, as secretary to the CFO at 

the Dauphin, MB Intermediate Flying 

School, and later in Ottawa.  

(Continued on page 8) 

So I always knew I'd learn to fly 

sometime, and realized in my mid -

fifties that I'd better get on with it! I 

remember wondering if I would 

have washed out as an RCAF student 

pilot: At one point my instructor 

said: "Dave, you're old and you're 

hard to teach!" But I eventually made 

it, and put in a couple hundred hours 

in Cessna 150s, 152s, and 172s. (The 

OSU flying club was the cheapest 

way to fly, though scheduling longer 

trips was often a problem.)  

 

Although I admired the RC models 

on display at the Kitsap Mall a while 

back, I never thought of flying them 

before buying a dinky $20 electric 

from Radio Shack this Spring, which 

disappeared into a neighbor's tree 

and came back a couple days later 

in 3 pieces. Another neighbor told 

me about the Club field, where I 

luckily found Dave Henley and Roy 

Greene one Saturday. They ex-

plained how to get started properly.  

 

So I'm looking forward to learning 

this new skill while making new 

friends!  

 

8<- - - - - - ->8  

 

As I will not publish anything from 

another clubõs newsletter without 

permission, I have had the privilege 

to converse with David and found 

out further information.  

 

Brad: David, I am going to assume 
that you did take up the hobby after 

buying the plane from Radio Sack 

(Air Hog?) and joined the Tri -Area 

RC Club sometime in 2007. (If you 

were an active RC pilot earlier than 

this, please advise.)   

(Continued from page 6) 

 

 

David: Yes: As stated in my brief 
history in the October 2007 Newslet-

ter (http://www.triarearc.org/

OCTOBER%2007%

20NEWSLETTER.htm) I just started 

taking up RC flying that year. 

(You're required to join the AMA --- 

Academy of Model Aeronautics --- 

as well as thr Tri -Area club to use 

their field).  

  

Brad: What type and scale of air-
craft (RC) you currently fly (please 

provide a brief list your of models).  

 

David: One of the two members I 
met that day at the field --- Dave 

Henley --- had an LT-41 trainer that 

he donated to the club via me. What 

with one interference or another, it 

took me over a year of dual practice 

to check out on it, under the watchful 

eye of Bill Berson with his "umbilical 

cord" connecting our radios. After 

buying a new OS engine, adding an 

aluminum spinner donated by an-

other club member, and repairing 

the horizontal stabilizer (re -bent in a 

long -grass landing), I redonated it to 

the club, where it was recently so-

loed by prospective member Alden 

Johnson. (An adevnturous middle -

ager, Alden  rides a motorcycle and 

recently built himself a one -place 

"full scale" helicopter!)  

  

I currently have:  

  

A T-28 Trojan US Navy Trainer ---

42.25" wingspan. Currently in 

pieces afer a low -altitude stall & spin

-in. I have replacement parts , but 

am lazy about getting around to the 

repair.)  

 

A souped -up Easy Star power sail-

plane --- 64" wingspan --- (My sec-
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Jets on the Water  
Len Boivert 

 No this is not a new rendition of Deep Pur-

pleõs òSmoke on the Wateró, the following 

was submitted by Len Boivert regarding his 

turbine Northstar. (Len, weõre always inter-

ested in more pictures.)  

A picture of my turbine Northstar. This pic-

ture where taken at the Clear Lake float fly 

in 2007. Here are a few specs of the aircraft:  

1. flying weight is 22 lbs.  

2. PST turbine 600R 14.5 lbs of thrust at 

165000 rpm 

3. fuel is kerosene approx. 2.3 liters  

I have since then installed an air brake and 
a smoke system if interested I can send 

pics.  
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Editorõs Post Script: 

 

David, I hope this article helps pre-

serve the memory of your father and 

thank you for sharing your experi-

ences with me (and now those who 

read this newsletter). If you are ever 

in the Edmonton area, I do hope you 

will drop by the field and share 

some more (and fly a few circuit) 

with us.  

 

This is an excellent relationship 

piece, linking an Albertan World 

War I Ace, to a founding member of 

the Air Cadet League (whoõs dedica-

tion has laid the foundation of an or-

ganization that is still active (or more 

so) today) which has provided our 

club with an opportunity to pass our 

skills as RC Pilots to a new genera-

tion of cadets from one of the Air 

Cadet Squadrons here in Edmonton 

and to a member of our hobby who 

flies Radio Control Aircraft. It also 

proves that the radio control envi-

ronment is not age restricted. If you 

do the math, David was 81 years 

young when he took up the hobby 

and now flies an extensive fleet of 

aircraft.  

 

òBloody Good Show, David!!ó 

  

Also incidentally, one of our mem-

bers (who  flies his models rather 

recklessly, with consequent crashes) 

and who also flies a full -scale home-

built,  insists that model flying is 

more exciting than regular piloting. 

Since I'm still at the stage of trying to 

fly models sedately, I'd say that 

"frustrating" is a more apt adjective 

than "exciting".  

 

Thanks for sharing your flying and 

military experiences. Regarding the 

Air Cadets, A.W. Carter founded 

what I believe was the first Air Cadet 

Squadron --- #1611 if I remember 

correctly --- in Vancouver during the 

war. He later served a term as Presi-

dent of the Air Cadet League.  I 

spent many early teenage evenings 

marching around the armory (and 

Stanley Park), and later in the band. 

One of my main disappointments in 

life was being too young join tha Air 

Force before the war had almost 

ended and Dad persuaded me to 

finish UBC (where I graduated in 

1946 at age 20) .( Looking back now, 

of course, I'm not sure that I'd have 

made it as a pilot, and failure there 

would've been an even greater dis-

appointment!)  

  

Finally, I heard a while back that 

there'd been vandalism at the Cal-

gary Museum of Flight. So I'm happy 

to gather from you e -mails that the 

(Continued from page 7) triplane is still intact.  

  

I wanted to attach one or two photos 

from the triplane  initiation cere-

mony in 2000, but failed to locate 

them around the house. If you're in-

terested, there's a picture of me 

(albeit black -and-white) on page B2 

of the June 17, 2000 issue of the Cal-

gary Herald, standing by  the air-

craft  cockpit.  

  

Regards, and thanks again for your 

interest.  

   

Also Regarding the  Sopwith Tri -

plane:  

 

David:  

 

I also gave a talk to the club one 

evening about his WWI experi-

ences, some of which I took from his 

logbooks (which I have), and some 

from my childhood memories of his 

fascinating stories.  

  

Incidentally, I and my sister Eileen 

Ferguson attended the dedication of 

the triplane in Calgary. It was 

started quite a while before AWC 

died, but was not finished until a few 

years ago.  

  

Anything that is done to help pre-

serve his memory will be deeply 

appreciated!  

 

>8- - - - - - -8<  

òMemories only last as long as 

you remember... 

Legends are memories Shared!ó  

- ôMe 2010õ 



This is a relatively complicated formula but 

the easy rule of thumb to remember is that 

for a point source the dB drops by six 

every doubling of distance.  For example, 

90 dB at 5m will be 84 dB at 10m, 78 dB at 

20m and so on.  You see that the sound 

level drops off very quickly near the point 

source and flattens out significantly at dis-

tance.  This is why there are only 5 dB dif-

ference at the road between the north/

south and east/west runways even though 

there is about 400 m difference in distance.  

 

The atmosphere will also cause attenuation 

in a noise signal.  For our case add another 

3 to 5 dB of adsorption into the air for 1200 

meters depending on the exact tempera-

ture and humidity.  Add to that the 47 dBA 

of attenuation due to a distance of 1200 

meters gives 50 dBA of attenuation from 

our planes to TWP540. 

 

Other Factors:  

Trees do a very poor job of attenuating 

sound. 

Grass and other ground foliage do absorb 

sound. 

Wind can have a + -10dB effect on sound 

readings.  

Temperature effects can be similar to wind 

effects. 

Large bodies of water tend to reflect and 

amplify noise.  

 

Combination of Sounds:  

Obviously we often have multiple planes in 

the air at any given time, so considering 

only a single plane at a time is misleading. 

Fortunately there is a formula for combin-

ing multiple sounds together.  Unfortu-

nately, it is a somewhat complex formula, 

but for our case three planes of 90 dB add 

together to give 95 dB and five planes 

would add up to 97 dB.  

 

Why 90 dB at 5 meters?  

Remembering that three planes in the air 

each producing a sound output of 90 dBA 

will collectively produce an equivalent 

point source sound of 95 dBA, with 50 dBA 

of attenuation, this gives 45 dBA at 

TWP540.  This 45 dBA is what the consult-

ants measured as the ambient noise level 

in the fall 2008 and what we said during 

our Development Permit Appeal we would  

 

(Continued on page 10) 

For those of us that were at the last General 

Meeting, we heard a detailed report on 

what has taken place and the strategies 

that will be implemented to ensure that we 

are in compliance with the Strathcona 

County By-laws. The discussion was based 

on a report provided by a third party con-

sulting firm and the strategies developed 

as result of their report. As the report 

spans many, many pages and goes into too 

much detail to be published in this media, 

he has provided the following extract. (this 

extract has been modified from its original 

form for publication. The full document 

may be found on the ERCS website at 

www.ercs.ab.ca. It may be located in the 

Forums and be restricted to registered 

members. If you require registration, fol-

low the Forum registration information on 

the website to gain access.)  

 

Committee Document  

 

The Bremner Field Noise Committee was 

created so that ERCS would put in place an 

appropriate strategy to respond to any 

future noise complaints filed with Strath-

cona County Bylaw Services.  The controls 

and documentation being proposed will 

prove that ERCS is behaving as per our 

Development Permit and is taking every 

reasonable step to be a good neighbor.  

 

The following strategies are in place and 

are discussed at length in Appendix A. (not 

in this article)   

 

1.  Contact a third party acoustics consult-

ant for input on the methods for document-

ing noise resulting from our activities on 

the Bremner site. Future spot monitoring of 

our activities by an independent third 

party acoustics consultant would be part of 

this strategy.  

2. Baseline ambient noise monitoring was 

conducted in 2009 with more to come in 

2010 before flying commences.  

3. Educate the ERCS membership about 

the basics of noise and how it applies to the 

Bremner Site (this information will be in 

Appendix B due to the amount of informa-

tion).  

4. Establish acceptable noise rules for our 

aircraft and test them; a database of all 

aircraft tested will be maintained.  

5. The protocol for dealing with any noise 

complaint either directly from a neighbor 

or from Strathcona Bylaw Services will be 

to direct that complaint to the ERCS Execu-

tive Board.  

6. Provide a source of information or data-

base on techniques for use in reducing the 

noise levels from our planes.  

7.  Individuals who knowingly ignore the 

ERCS noise guidelines will be dealt with 

according to existing club bylaws.  

  

In order to help educate the ERCS mem-

bership and ease the tension around sound 

regulations, the Noise Committee put to-

gether the following facts.  

 

The flight line for the east -west runway is 

roughly 1100 meters from TWP540.  It is 

expected that the normal flight pattern will 

be 1100 to 1200 meters away from 

TWP540. 

 

The over -fly area for the north -south run-

way could be as close to 800 meters from 

TWP540.  This potentially increases the 

noise level at the road by 5 dBA.  However, 

during the testing by the consultant the 

actual dB numbers were lower.  It is felt 

that the reason for this is that our planes 

make more noise off to the side away from 

the prop tip versus directly in front or be-

hind.  

 

Two planes were tested on the ground by 

the consultant; one was a LT40 and the 

other was a ¼ scale cub with a G23.  The 

LT40 made 85dBA of noise at 5 m and the 

Cub was measured at 88 dB at 5 m.  Sub-

jectively, most people would say the Cub 

is a fairly noisy aircraft, but it still meets the 

guideline.  

 

In general, the threshold for human hear-

ing to detect a difference is 1 or 2 dB.  A 

change of 3 dB is perceptible, and 5 dB is 

considered strongly perceptible.  

 

Common Noise Levels:  

Air raid siren    130dBA 

Loud shout   90dBA 

Normal conversation at 1 meter  60dBA 

Quiet office or living room  40dBA 

 

Attenuation:  

The most significant factor in noise attenua-

tion is distance; the formula for a point 

source is:  

SPL1 ð SPL2 = 20log 10(r 2/ r 1)     

From the Noise Committee  
Mark Steinhauer 
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be within.  

 

Sound is a much more complicated matter 

than what we have described here, but this 

document does serve as a good starting 

point to understand the fundamentals.  

Factors such as wind, humidity, tempera-

ture, temperature inversions and geogra-

phy can all play a role which is why noth-

ing replaces on -site monitoring for telling 

the real story.  

 

Anyone wanting more technical informa-

tion about noise need only to look up ERCB 

Directive 38 on the internet.  Failing that, 

please ask one of the Noise Committee 

Members, and we will provide you with a 

copy.  

 

(Continued from page 9) 

The three worst things to hear in 

the cockpit: 

The second officer says, "Oh 

CRAP!" 

The first officer says, "I have 

an idea!" 

The captain say, "Hey, watch 

this!" 

Contact Deryl Kartz  

to order yours today  
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Remember this picture from last monthõs 

issue?? 

I had asked for some further information.  

 

 

Well, guess whaté I got an answer! 

The article was run in the Edmonton Jour-

nal in 1964.  The above article reads as 

follows:  

 

Flying Models By Radio  

Scarcely Small-Fry Sport 

 

 Up, up in the skyé itôs a bird , itôs a 

planeé  

 

 Youôre right. It is a plane. But with a 

difference. 

 

Itôs not an eagle-eyed youngster standing 

on the ground with a handful of guide 

wires. 

 

 His Dad is at the controls. 

 

 Gazing into the clouds you see 

vertible Buzz-bomb hurtling through the 

air. Itôs a model aircraft with a two-cycle 

gaoline-powered engine. The aircraft, 

guided from the ground by remote radio 

control, can do 60 to 80 miles an hour.  

 

UP TO $1000 

 

\ This is an adult sport. Cost for the 

radio controlled models varies between 

$60 and $1000 and it takes quick reflexes 

and mature judgment to put the sensitive 

aircraft through their paces. 

A great variety of radio controlled models 

were flown in competitions at the week-

end. 

 

The occasion was the 1964 Canadian 

Radio Control Model Championships at 

Namao Airport. Originally scheduled as a 

three-day affair, it was rained out Mon-

day, although a few buffs showed up to fly 

for the fun of it. 

 

SET INSIDE 

 

 Although the electrical components 

used in the sport vary in complexity and 

cost, the planes in general, are operated 

by a radio transmitter which sends a sig-

nal to a receiving set in the model. 

 

 The planes are divided into aerobatic 

and scale models. 

 

 Stunt models roared through inside 

and outside loops, rolls, spins and figure 

eights Saturday and Sunday. About 1500 

people looked on each day. 

 

 It was in this class, strictly for  ex-

perts,  that Dr. Ralph Brooke of Seattle, 

again placed first for the second consecu-

tive year. 

 

 Harold Tom, Edmonton Radio Con-

trol Society president, placed second. 

 

CRACK-UPS 

 

 Harold was plagued with a series of 

crack-ups and entered the first competi-

tion with several different model parts 

patched together. ñI would have liked to 

make it a bit tougher.ò he said of his 

competition with Dr. Brooke. 

 

 Other winners were Dan Libich and 

Merv Stewart of Edmonton and Erwin 

Schreiber of Calgary. 

 

 There were about 50 competitors from 

Canada and the United States. The meet 

alternates yearly between eastern and 

western Canada.   

 

    ððððððððððððð 

 
We can certainly see the sport has ad-

vanced considerably since this time both 

in monetary costs and itõs not just an adult 

sport anymore. It can be enjoyed by peo-

ple of ALL ages.   

 

Thanks Bruce!!! 

 

Ok Folks, hereôs the next teaseré. 

 

Who, What, Where and When ???  

In Retrospect (An Earlier Era)   


