
As since the dawn of time, 

members of ERCS prepared 

to teach the minions of the 

world the requirements and 

the basics of R/C flight.  

I would like to personally 

thank Peter Cary, Don Miller 

and Iain Middleton for all the 

prep work and the time they 

donated to be ready to in-

struct this years Ground 

School.  

Unfortunately, there were 

no participants this year.    

GROUND SCHOOL 2010 

ERCS - A òHONKINõó GREAT CLUB TO BE WITH 
So, with Ground School 

wrapped up for another 

year, I decided to pop out to 

the North Field to see what 

was happening.  

The field was buzzing with 

activity as pilots tuned and 

flew in the beautiful weather. 

As I walked through the 

flight line gate, I was greeted 

by a very unusual new mem-

ber. 

Despite the activity on the 

field, this nesting mother sat 

her ground and did not flinch 

an inch.   
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Competitions Coming up:  

¶ Spring Combat 1100 hours - 16 May, 2010  

¶ Pylon Events (Can always use Helpers) 26 April, 
3, 10, 17, 31 May, 7, 14, 21 June, 2010  

¶ US Scale Masters  18, 19, 20 June 2010 

¶ Western Canadian Pattern Championships 31 
July - 1 August, 2010 

Dates to remember:  

¶ 1st Pylon Race (Can always use Helpers) 26 
April, 2010  

¶ WORK PARTY -  Bremner Field 24 April 2010 

¶ ERCS General Meeting 28 April, 2010  

¶ CARFF Annual Auction (Sylvan Lake Commu-
nity Hall) 1 May, 2010  

¶ Paddle River Float Fly 21-23 May, 2010  

¶ ERCS General Meeting 26 May, 2010  

¶ Airfest 25-27 June,2010 

We were here; where were you?? 

For those using the North 

Field on 167th Ave this 

Spring, we request that you...   

 

 

I wonõt tell anyone that  
Jan was at the Field 

Hmmm.. Maybe Iõll have the young 
ones join the òWINGSó program 



Hello, All. 

 

Things are happening at Bremner! 

 

The spectator fence is in, the dock is 

in, the clubhouse and other sea-cans 

have been moved up from Cloverbar, 

and by the time you read this, some 

new top soil will have been spread on 

some of the low spots, power will be 

trenched in, the irrigation pump will 

be hooked up, and the new sign will 

be up. Many thanks to Bruce, Nate, 

Bob, Rick and everyone else who 

pitched in to make this all happen!! 

Nate has also secured a donation of 

some trees for Bremner. There will be 

some costs and rentals to get the trees 

moved, though. But the biggest re-

quirement will be for manpower to 

plant them. This will be happening in 

early May, so please be prepared to 

come out and help. 

 

The Cadet training program is under 

way. It looks like we have eight cadets 

and one parent in our group. Assum-

ing that the weather is at all decent, 

they will have had their first flying 

lessons. Further reports on this will be 

given at the next general meeting. 

 

Tech topic for the April meeting will 

be show and tell. So bring out your 

new toys, tools or projects to show 

off!  

 

óTill next time. 

Bill Derksen 

ERCS-Pres@telus.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the near perfect 

flying conditions.  

Here we see Al 

greasing in another perfect 

landing while spectators 

 

 

 

 

 

While some of us were wait-

ing at the Victoria Soccer 

Club for would-be pilots to 

show for Ground School, 

others were making the most  
watched the show.   

AND NOW A WORD FROM THE PREZ!!!  

THE FIELDS ARE A BUZZINõ 
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Spectators taking in the action on Saturday 

EDITORIAL AND OTHER STUFF 
Still waiting for the membership to 

send in comments, ideas and rebuttals. 

Send your articles or comments or 

ideas to ercsnews@shaw.ca. 

Jan sets her down perfectly!!  
Look out Scalers!! Thereõs a new kid in town!! 



MINUTES OF AN ERCS GENERAL MEETING 

MARCH 31, 2010 
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(Thanks to Allan Welsey for taking minutes in Daveôs absence!) 

 

Bill Derksen called the meeting to order at 7:16 PM. 

 

New members & guests: Doug & Michelle Currie from Hiflite and new member Dwight Lifeso 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted. 

 

Business arising from the minutes: Cadet program is under way. Thanks to Neil, Len, and Great Hobbies for donating equip-

ment, and to Deryl, Iain, Peter, Wayne, Al M. and Len for volunteering their Saturday mornings. 

 

Motion to accept by Dave Kachorowski and seconded by Brad Lourie. 

 

Committee Reports 

1. Grass, Roads and Maintenance: North Field is drying up nicely. Locks have been changed. 

2. Noise, Safety and Frequency: Rick Wirenga will take 3 or 4 Saturday mornings for testing at Bremner as well as 

167 & Cloverbar. 

3. Wings: As Iain Middleton will be unable to teach the ground school this year; Peter Cary will take it on. The hall 

has been booked. Posters will need to go out to the hobby shops 

4. Newsletter: Brad is doing a great job on the newsletter!! He also showed a draft copy of a new club brochure. Once 

finalized, Dave Corscadden will print them. 

5. Pattern: Frank Kelly reports that they are getting ready for the Western Canadian Pattern Contest. (Cloverbar Field 

July 31, August 1). 

6. Pylon: Kevin Umlock reports pylon event near Morinville June 26, 27. ERCS pylon starts April 26. 

7. Sport/Combat: New combat director is Deryl Shivak. He wants to ensure safety code is met during events. Also 

planning change engine size to .25 from .47 ci. This would allow flying closer in and reduce noise. 

8. Scale: Nate Rondeau reports that Canadian Dewatering will be a major sponsor and is supplying shirts for the scale 

contest.  

9. Float Fly: Peter Cary reported the spring Float Fly is May 21, 22, 23 at Paddle River ad south east end of dam. 

10. Electric: Nothing to report. 

11. Membership: Bob Donald reported there are 73 members. 

12. Website: Dave Corscadden has events up on the site. Would like posters for events. The Bremner map is up. 

Bremner rules will be posted once they are finalized. Email webmaster@ercs.ab.ca for things that you want posted 

to the web site. 

 

New Business 

 

Rick W has the new sign for Bremner. Will have to get the dev permit under way.  

 

Bill has been talking with the president of the Strathcona RC Flyers Association about the possibility of letting them use 

the Cloverbar field. 

 

The following was proposed: 

Lease costs should be split 50/50; i.e. $525 from SRCFA. 

SRCFA can use the field without requiring ERCS membership. 

mailto:webmaster@ercs.ab.ca
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(SRCFA mows and maintains the field. 

ERCS will move the clubhouse, mower and mower shed to Bremner. 

Sunshades could remain. 

Outhouses will remain. 

SRCFA can move in their clubhouse and other structures as appropriate. 

SRCFA to follow ERCS field rules and MAAC safety rules. 

Also noted: SRCFA will supply a lock such that opening either lock will allow access 

 

 Dave Kachorowski moved that the proposal be accepted as written. Seconded by Darrell Shivuk. Passed by all.  

 Bill will formally advise SRCFA. 

 

 50th anniversary plans are still progressing. Next planning meeting probably April 15th. 

 Last batch of jackets have arrived. Deryl is away, but will bring them to the next meeting. 

Other Business 

 

 Bob Donald talked about a new event ñRace Week Edmontonò to be held in July in conjunction with the Indy. Could be 

an opportunity for ERCS to put on sonething the general public would want to see. If interested, talk to Bob. 

 

 Bruce Bender updated Bremner: Planning group has met. The grass is a little low in a few spots. The power poles and 

lines are up. Nate will have the safety fence installed tomorrow. Nate also reports that DunDee Developments (tree 

farm) is letting us take 40 trees as needed. Their only request is signage showing them as a sponsor. (No problem!!) 

Nate is organizing the equipment to dig up and transport the trees. A question was raised ñdo we want trees?ò. Bruce 

replied that the morew we have on the field the more we are seen as being commited to the county, etc. 

 

 The lucky winner of the draw was Jim Healich ï a $50 gift certificate from Hiflite. 

 

 Technical Presentation: Doug Currie presented a very informative session on Smart Fly power expander systems, and 

showed how to program the EQ Turbo system. 

 

It was moved by Rick Zaplichinski & seconded by al McGillis the meeting be adjourned at 8:11 PM.  Carried. 

NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting will be held 
Wednesday 28 April, 2010 
at the Victoria Soccer Club 

Meeting to start at 7PM 
On the Agenda 

Committee Reports 
Tech Topic: Show and Tell 
Bring in your winter projects  

and tell us about them 

www.ercs.ab.ca 
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Letõs pump this issue up a notch and add a new article.  

As everyone should be just about ready to put the finishing touches on their winter projects, why not add some realism to your 

model.  With scale coming up quickly, I remember a Tech Talk topic that was presented by Greg Green a couple of years ago and 

maybe we can all acquire a new skill from some of his notes from that presentation. So without further ado and with Craigõs per-

mission, here are his notes on the technique he uses to those fabulous create Panel Lines we see on his models.   

THE ERCS NEWS  
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THE BUILDERõS GUILD 

PANEL LINES            BY CRAIG GREEN 

 

I place panel lines on my models to show the different separations between the different panels on the aircraft. I also use 

them in areas where inspection access panels are removed for general maintenance. These will give the aircraft definition as 
well as character. A scale model covered and painted looks just like that, a model. This is fine if you are happy with that 

finish. Applying panel lines brings the aircraft to life so to speak and you have all seen the affect that panel lines give.  
 

This is the method that I do panel lines on my aircraft and by no means is it the only method out there. Some modelers 
have raised panel lines, but I will explain how I make my panel lines that are recessed into the surface.  

 
Surface preparation is very important before doing your panel lines. I apply my panel lines over a fiberglassed surface which 
has been sanded, filled, sanded, filled etc. You want the surface finished ready for final paint.  

 
Next is to draw the panel line locations onto the airframe using the 3 view drawings that you are going to replicate. This 

does take time. Not every panel has to be done, whatever you are comfortable with. Some do very little and others do 
more, it is up to you. When your panel lines are drawn in, take your panel line tape and cover all the lines that you have 

drawn on your airframe. Cut them to fit and in some cases, you may have to bend the tape as you go. The tape I use has a 
sticky backing so it sticks very well. I purchase mine at a craft store where they sell drafting tape. The size of the tape can 

very but I fine the 1/64th chart tape works the best for me.  
 

Ensure your tape is secured to the airframe then prime over all your tape. I usually go with four coats of primer. The more 
primer you use the deeper the line and weight that you add. Apply in light coats. If too heavy, the primer may seep under 

the tape and lift it up. When done let it set up over night. The picture below shows the panel lines painted and dried.  

 



When dry I wet sanded the fuselage with 400 paper to clean up the roughness and clean up the tops of the panel line tape. 

By sanding, this will also allow the panel lines to be removed without disturbing the paint left behind that forms the ridge.  
Below you can see the panel lines left behind after sanding.  
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I have removed the panel line tape. It looks great! I will let it sit over night and hit it with some 400-grit paper, just to clean 

the lines up. You can still smell a bit of primer after the tape has been removed.  
 

The paint on the edges of the lines may require a bit more drying time. If left over night it will properly harden.  



This last photo is with the panel lines wet sanded using 400 grit paper. The lines are very crisp and clean.  

 
The panel lines have turned out well. The next step in the process it to begin applying the rivet detail.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
As you can see, this process is not very difficult, just takes a bit of time and the results are great.  
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What do you think of MY panel lines 


