
What a month this has been!!! 

Work Parties to get power to 

Bremner, the CARFF Auction, 

the Air Cadet Program, the 

Trees Boss, the Trees, Commu-

nity service programs and  

COMBAT, just to name a few of 

the things that took place since 

last issue.   

 

Although the Newsletter is not 

to be used as a personal forum, 

I can not let this issue pass 

without saying how impressed I 

was with the turn out for the 

past 2 work parties at the 

Bremner field. The membership 

deservers a big pat on the back 

and I wish to convey my per-

sonal thanks to everyone that 

came out.  Job well done, and 

with the continued enthusiasm 

displayed by our members, 

there is no doubt in my mind 

that Bremner WILL BE a Top 

Notch flying field.  

 So gang, hereôs an ... 

for you all!!!! 

HOLY PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY, BATMAN!! 

 
The ERCS News  

Huge Months Full Of Activities Coming Up 

You can sure tell flying season 

has arrived, the calendar is pact 

with events.  Just to keep you in 

the loop, here are the events 

scheduled for the next 4 

months. 

Presented by the MOFFA 

(Mostly Old Float Flyers) Club, 

the  annual Paddle River, 

Spring Float Fly,  May 21, 22 

and 23 at the Paddle River 

Dam .   

Pylon continues every Monday 

night with the final night being 

the 21st of June. (Iôm still wait-

ing on some statistics and weôre 

not sure if the if there will be 

make-up flying on May 24th); 

The next big event is the US 

Scale Masters Competition (the 

first event scheduled for 

Bremner). Registration and 

(Continued on page 2) 

 May 2010 

Volume 18, Issue 5 

Special points of 

interest: 

¶ There isnõt enough 

room here to list them 

all, so see the article 

entitled Huge Months 

Full Of Activities 

Coming Up!! 

A Word from the Prez 2 

Minutes from the April 
General Meeting 

3 

High Flight 4 

ERCS Assisting in the 
Fulfillment of a Dream 

4 

Air Cadets 5 

Bremner Update 6 

ERCS Goes Back to 
School 

8 

COMBAT 9 

Builderõs Guild 10 

In Retrospect - One 
Guyõs Passion for 
Aviation 

14 

Club Donations 16 

CARFF Auction 17 

Last Flight 21 

Inside this issue: 

A student became lost 

during a solo cross-

country flight.  

While attempting to 

locate the aircraft on 

radar, ATC asks, "What 

was your last known 

position?"   

The reply: 

"When I was number one 

for takeoff". 



Tech topic for the May meeting 

will be a talk from a couple of 

the founding members, telling 

us how it was ñin the begin-

ningò. (Most of us really have 

no idea!) Looking forward to 

this one!  

óTill next time. 

Bill Derksen 

ERCS-Pres@telus.net 

static judging will take place 18 

June at the Carlisle Community 

League Hall (14240 - 117st  

NW Edmonton), followed by 2 

days of competition  on the 

19th and 20th at the Bremner 

Field. (Locations are based on 

what was known at the time of 

this writing and are subject to 

change. For latest information, 

check the website at 

www.ercs.ab.ca) 

Next we have 2 events happen-

ing at the same time, both re-

quire volunteers. 

Airtfest June 25th thru to the 

27th at the Aviation Museum  

and,  

A Special Pylon Event to be 

held at Scott Currieôs Field in 

Morinville on the 26th and 27th 

of June. 

The last General meeting of the 

summer will be held at Victoria 

Soccer Field on the 30th of 

June. 

We/re not sure if ERCS will 

participate at any of the Canada 

Day celebrations on the 1st of 

July (watch the website or 

come out to the General Meet-

ing for more information) 

MOFFA will be holding their 

Annual Summer Fun Fly on the 

23rd to the 25th of July at the 

Paddle River Dam 

Followed quickly by the annual 

Western Canadian Pattern 

Championships on the 31st of 

July and the 1st of August. 

Location is to be confirmed so 

watch the website for details.  

The HiFlite Fun Fly is sched-

uled for the same dates as the 

Pattern Championship. Loca-

tion is to be confirmed.    

Then the BIG EVENT, the  

ERCS Annual Air Show, fea-

turing our 50th Anniversary 

and the opening of the Bremner 

Airfield on the 14th and 15th of 

August.  This is a 2 day event 

with the air show happening on 

the Saturday and a Fun Fly 

occurring on the Sunday.  

There is a Warbirds Over Ed-

monton (WOE) event sched-

uled in the calendar for the 28th 

of August, but little is known 

about this event. 

The Electric Fun Fly is sched-

uled for the 4th of September. 

Watch the website for details. 

This will be followed by Fall 

COMBAT on the 12th of Sep-

tember 

The MOFFA Clear Lake Fun 

Fly culminating the event activ-

ity on the 17th thru the 19th of 

September.  

General Meeting will resume 

on the 29th of September. 

Now youôre in the know; and 

knowing is half the battle... 

watering, please let Bruce or 

myself know! 

Our Cadet program is moving 

along. A few of the cadets have 

accomplished take-offs, and 

one or two have landed. For 

those of you who may not be 

aware, this program is a lot 

more work than the usual train-

ing, since our instructors are the 

ones taking the training air-

planes home and maintaining 

them, and in some cases giving 

the cadets a ride to/from the 

field. Kudos for the guys who 

have taken this on!! 

Hello, All. 

Things are STILL happening at 

Bremner! 

Trees are in, and they totally 

transform the look of the place! 

Many, many thanks to Nate and 

Bruce and all the other guys 

that made it happen!! Our 

power should be hooked up 

next week. A lot of work re-

mains, though: those trees (and 

the grass) need to be watered; 

tables need to be acquired or 

built; the obligatory MAAC 

signs have to be put up; etc, etc. 

If you are able to help out with 

And Now A Word From the Prez!!! 

Huge Months Full Of Activities Coming Up (Contõd) 
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Model Aircraft Terminology 

 Bank - The folks who hold 

the lien on most modelers' 

cars. 

Stall - Technique used to 

explain to the bank why you 

car payment is late. 



Minutes of ERCS General Meeting 
April 28, 2010 

Bill Derksen called the meeting to order at 7:17 PM. 

Guests Gary Mullen and Air Cadets Justin Sheridan and Liam Hamilton were introduced. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted. 

Motion to accept by Muryl Marler and seconded by Dave Kachorowski. 

Business arising from the Minutes: SRCFA Agreement is in place with the gate double locked. 

 

Committee Reports 

1. Grass, Roads and Maintenance: North Field is accessible.  Cloverbar Field road is accessible however, be aware that the centre post at 

the gate that has been removed ï tire hazard. 

2. Noise, Safety and Frequency: Rick Wieringa will be conducting sound testing of planes at the North Field May 2, 9:00 until noon. 

3. Wings: Nothing to report.  Zero attendance at the Ground School. 

4. Newsletter: Brad Lourie is looking for any information for the next newsletter.  Forward information to ercsnews@shaw.ca.  Brad has 

developed a beginnerôs handbook.  Peter Cary has obtained copies of a similar publication from Great Hobbies. 

5. Pattern: Nothing to report. 

6. Pylon: John Gemmell reported there will be a pylon event in Morinville June 26 and 27 at Scott Currieôs field.  ERCS will be sponsor-

ing the event.  Need helpers for Monday nights at the North Field. 

7. Sport/Combat: Nothing to report. 

8. Scale: Nate Rondeau reported the initial meeting went well.  The contest planning is on track and needs volunteers for judging ï See 

Dave Pape.  Rick Zaplachinski has reserved Carlyle Community Hall for static judging. 

9. Float Fly: Nothing to report. 

10. Electric: Nothing to report. 

11. Membership: Bob Donald reported there are 71 members plus 9 cadets.  Bob noted that he is having difficulties finding suitable items 

for the draw that allows him to break even or provide a return to the club.  He is proposing a 50/50 draw. 

12. Website: Peter noted that page two of swap shop has disappeared. 

   

New Business 

Bremner Field: Nate Rondeau reports that tree planting is scheduled for May 7 and 8.  Bruce Bender and Nate have looked at trees at 

the Dundee Developments tree farm.  Nate is proposing to utilize a tree spade to dig 50 trees and have them loaded on a trailer for 

transport to the field with labour provided by parolees ï ten men at $50/day.  A proposal to increase the tree planting budget from 

$1,000 to $2,000 was accepted.  Discussion followed. 

 

Bill reports the April 24 work party did a major amount of work.  The power line is in to the pump location, three tandem loads of 

soil were spread and seeded in low spots.  Thank you to Bob Wonitoy and Nate for taking on the major task of power line work.  

Bruce will fertilize in the next 2/3 weeks.  The entrance sign is up ï looks great, thanks to Rick W. 

 

Nate notes the pump requires a relief valve, electrical box installation, roof on the panel and said the photos taken during the 

power installation indicated a professional job.  

  

Air Cadet Squadron: First flying session went well.  Four planes, radios and buddy boxes used.  Next flying session is May 1, 9:00 am 

to noon. 

Club 50th Anniversary Celebration: Bill is still in need of ideas.  Peter suggested a flying demo by the U of A Autonomous Robotic 

 Aircraft group. 
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High Flight  
(By Pilot Officer Gillespie Magee) 

Other Business 

Weather Station:  Peter reports the U of A is currently testing a solar powered prototype weather station at the university.  The club 

needs to determine a location to mount the antenna and place equipment.  The transmitter is 144 mHz aAnd needs to be checked if 

this poses a problem for 72 mHz radio transmitters.  The system will provide weather temperature and wind data to a U of A 

server with access 24/7 on the U of A website.  Possibility to install a camera ï more to come. 

Show and Tell: Club members displayed winter projects- Len Boisvert ï Supermarine S6B ¼ scale Al McGillis ï Christian Eagle 1/5  

scale Peter Cary and Don Miller ï Osprey ¼ scale 

 

It was moved by Muryl Marler the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 PM.  Carried. 
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Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 

Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and swung 

High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there 

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung 

My eager craft through footless halls of air. 

Up, up the long delirious, burning blue, 

I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle flew - 

And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 

The high untresspassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 

The poem, High Flight, has over the years become a mantra to pilots. 
It is reproduced here as a tribute to, and in memory of pilots of all generations 

Pilot Officer Gillespie Magee 

No 412 squadron, RCAF 

Killed 11 December 1941 

Lest We Forget 

they aspire towards becoming 

full scale pilots or to just have 

fun and enjoy our sport.   

We have 2 reports on how goes 

the training to date. 

Royal Canadian Air Cadets, in 

the fundamentals of R/C Flight 

and to train them to the point of 

becoming competent pilots in 

our sport. It is hoped that this 

training will benefit them as 

ERCS has a commitment to the 

community and partakes in that 

commitment through various 

activities. This year, we have 

taken on a commitment to train 

members of 395 Squadron, The 

ERCS Assisting In The 
Fulfillment Of A Dream 

Next Meeting 
Next meeting will be held 

Wednesday 26 May, 2010 

at the Victoria Soccer Club 

Meeting to start at 7PM 

On the Agenda 

Committee Reports 

Tech Topic: Talk by Founding Members 



The 5 instructors showed up at 

9am to change over some ra-

dios to match buddy systems 

and test fly the aircraft to initial 

trim. The group was keen, but 

cold, and flew 3 times to let 

each trainee take control.  

After, the instructors went to 

lunch to review what we did. 

There was another instructor 

meeting after the last member-

ship meeting and the start of a 

modified training sequence was 

set up. 

The next Saturday, (second day 

of flt. Training) the students 

showed up for 2 hours of fly-

ing. Each got about 20 minutes 

on the controls as well as fuel-

ling and cleaning the planes. 

They are a keen bunch and 

keep the instructors busy for 

the whole time. They get about 

equal time with the 4 planes we 

use. So far no close calls. They 

are doing figure 8 maneuvers 

and should be starting over-

shoots in about 2 weeks, then 

takeoffs, next landings and 

finally touch and goôs. Safety is 

paramount and each student has 

their MAAC membership. 

Starting engines will be taught 

in a week or so. 

The goal is for them to 

pass the wings flight 

test and have them re-

ceive their wings at the 

cadet assembly. This 

might happen for some 

before school is out in 

June. We may be able 

to increase training to 

one night per week as 

well to speed the proc-

ess. The program competes for 

their other time which for some 

is in short supply. 

Overall I would say we are off 

to a successful start weôll see 

how many 

make it to 

receiving 

their wings, 

hopefully all 

of them. 

As part of our plan to develop 

an ñeducationalò component to 

add to our sport of miniature 

radio controlled aviation, 

(which I believe is the better 

way to describe what we do), a 

dedicated group took on this 

project. 

This adds credibility to our 

Society and helps take it away 

the hobby aspect. 

It started with discussions with 

the C/O and was offered to as 

many that wanted to partici-

pate. We envisioned 2 to 10 

trainees and the ultimate goal is 

to make this self serving with 

their own flt instructors as a 

permanent program. This may 

be attainable but realistically, 

not probable right away on the 

first group. 

The initial group was 6 starting 

ground school and simulator 

orientation. The number on first 

field training day was 8. We 

had a very blustery weather day 

at the end of April and some 

were not dressed properly for 

the cold.  

From The Flight Line  
(By Wayne Beasley, Pictures submitted by Wayne Beasley and Todd Tate)  

The Air Cadet R/C Training Program  
(By Deryl Kratz) 

 
The ERCS News 

Volume 18, Issue 5 

Page 5 

Saturday May 1st marked the 

second week of flying lessons 

for 395 Air Cadet Squadron.  

This program is important to 

ERCS for two reasons. First , 

the club, through the volunteer 

instructors are giving back to 

the community by enhancing 

the Cadets aviation and knowl-

edge skills through modeling. 

Secondly, we are creating a 

pool of potential new club 

members at the (very impor-

tant) bottom end of the age 

spectrum. We have a small, but 

very keen group of Cadets. 

There are 4 trainers available to 

them and many times we have 

had all four up in the air at the 

same time. The students get 3 

to 4 flights each. We have 

burned up the first gallon of 

fuel in the first two sessions. 

Though it is still early in the 

program, it is rewarding to see 

the progress that some of them 

are showing already.  

 

One of the planes ï a Sig Kadet- was built by 

the Squadron some years ago, but never flown. 

It is flying now!  



Holy Hanna!! What a differ-

ence a couple of weeks can 

make when you have a dedi-

cated work crew like we had in 

the April and last weekendôs 

work parties .  The field has 

sprung roots and is developing 

into one heck of a field. 

To fill you in on what has hap-

pened, the April work crew 

completed the task of trenching 

in the wiring that will provide 

Brenmer with the modern con-

venience of electricity.  Under 

the tutelage of Bob Wonitoy, 

Bruce Bender, Nate Rondeau 

and Glen Willard, the  electrics 

were trenched in and set up by 

an enthusiastic work crew to 

the point of the electric com-

pany connecting the service. 

The work included the installa-

tion of heavy gauged under-

ground wire to the pond for the 

submersible pump, an enclosed 

switch station at the pond, the 

transformer and switch box in 

the electrics container, the me-

ter box and the service wiring 

to the pole transformer. Not to 

mention seeding, watering and 

other general duties.  It is yet to 

be determined when the electric 

company will make the final 

connection, but it is planned to 

be in place for the scale compe-

tition in June. 

Last weekend was spent beauti-

fying the area with trees that 

were donated to the club. A 

total of 34 trees of various 

types were dug up and trans-

ported to the field last Friday. 

Surprisingly, with help from 

the work crew that showed up, 

the 34 trees were also planted at 

the field before the end of the 

day.  On Saturday, the work 

crew pulled and planted another 

15-20 tree, then went into wa-

tering and clean-up mode.   

To give you some idea as to 

what took place,  as they say, 

ña picture is worth a thousand 

wordsò; so é   

 

Bremner Update 
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Welcome to Bremner Airfield 

P = The problem logged by 

the pilot. 

S = The solution logged by 

the mechanic. 

P: Autopilot in "altitude-

hold" mode produces a 

200-fpm descent. 

S: Cannot reproduce 

problem on ground. 
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Za Trees Boss, Za Trees 


