
The ERCS News  

 
(The Scale Edition)  

Despite all the 

activities that 

have taken place this month, 

the newsletter articles are 

pretty scarce. For some reason, 

people are not sending in any-

thing for print,  

As a result, with this issue, I 

am going to dedicate it to the 

2010 US Scale Masters Compe-

tition which was held at 

Bremner field, June 18th-20th. 

 It will consist of a pictorial 

representation of the events 

that took place.  

There were 16 entries and 15 

competitors this year, with 

pilots coming from as far away 

as Washington State and Brit-

ish Columbia. As this was the 

first competition held at the 

Brenmer Field, there were a 

few kinks that were quickly 

ironed out by the Contest Di-

rector (CD) Chris Hammond. 

After the beautiful evening 

given to us for the Static com-

petition on Friday, the com-

petitors woke to heavy winds 

out of the south on Saturday 

morning. The conditions were 

severe enough to cause  an 

untimely demise of at least 1 

aircraft and to cause a few of 

the  competitors to scratched 

their first round.  

Despite the gusty winds, the 

competition continued and by 

noon, the winds had calmed to    

tolerable levels. For the few 

that did fly in the heavy winds, 

one could see the true skill 

required to maneuver R/C 

aircraft in adverse conditions.   

As the competition continued, 

one round was interrupted by a 

low flying full scale aircraft 

(Continued on page 6) 

2010 US Scale Masters Qualifier Competition 

Another event that 

took place before I 

published this issue was the 

2010 Airfest.   

This yearõs event was a 3 func-

tion festival, starting with a 

30õs/40õs Swing dance with a 

17 piece Big Band ensemble to 

kick the festival off on Friday 

evening.   

Approximately 150 people 

attended the dance, which 

proved to be a big success. 

Bill and I set up the display on 

Saturday afternoon and at-

tended the exhibitor Meet and 

Greet Saturday evening to en-

sure that the Flight Sims and 

the videos presented would be 

ready for the festivities Sunday.   

The evening featured a Sax and 

Piano duet, who played music 

of the 30õs and 40õs as the ex-

hibitors wondered from table 

to table checking out each 

otherõs displays. 

On Sunday morning, our crew 

began showing up around 7am 

for the 10am opening. As the 

exhibit was already in place, we 

had ample time to enjoy the 

pancake, egg and banger break-

fast that was laid on by the 

Airfest staff. and watching 

some of the exhibitors who 

waited until the last minute, set 

up. 

The gates for the main event 

opened at 10am and by the 

4pm closing, our booth had 

been visited by a few hundred 
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Hello, All. 

I will be out of town for a cou-

ple of days, so I am writing this 

a little early. 

I just came from a brief visit 

out to Bremner after the first 

day of our first event here. The 

field looks FANTASTIC! And 

I heard several complements 

on our new facility. Still a ways 

to go, and as always, we need 

manpower: We have quite a 

few dollars and a lot of hours 

invested in trees ð they need 

lots of watering - this takes 

several hours and should be 

done several times per week. 

Drop a note or a call to Bruce 

Bender if you can help out.  

Airfest and Canada Day dis-

plays are coming up, and we 

still need people and maybe a 

couple more airplanes. Airfest 

is on June 27 (one week from 

when I write this), and I have 

only heard only from one or 

two guys who might be able to 

come out and help. Canada 

Day will be in the arena at 

Broadmoor Lake Park in Sher-

wood Park. Please let Rick 

Wierenga, Brad Lourie, or my-

self know if you can come on 

out and man the table for a 

while. The more that come 

out, the more fun we have, and 

the more time everybody has 

to go and check out the other 

sights and sounds of these 

events. 

The last General meeting be-

fore summer will be on the 

30th. I expect that there will be 

a pretty good report on the 

Scale Masters ð come and 

check it out! 

ôTill next time. 

Bill Derksen                     

ERCS-Pres@telus.net 

hit of the display. There 

seemed to be a lot of interest 

from the crowd and quite a 

few flyers were handed out. 

We are hoping that this event 

has spawned interest in the 

sport and more importantly in 

membership to the club.  

Special thanks go out to Les 

Patterson, Al McGillis, Deryl 

people.     

The club had a total of 14 

models ranging from foamies 

to twin engine aircraft, 2 Real 

Flight Simulators, a Buddy-Box 

demonstration and videos on 

display. As with all the static 

displays we put on, the Flight 

Simulators were probably the 

(Continued from page 1) Kartz and Bill Derksen. (If I 

missed anyone else, I apolo-

gize, you must have snuck in 

while I wasnõt looking!!) Once 

again they represented the club 

in a professional manner and 

put on an excellent show this 

year.  

 

And Now A Word From The Prez!!! 

2010 Edmonton Airfest 
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òBrad!! This isnõt a megaphone!!ó 
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Minutes of  ERCS General Meeting 
 May 26, 2010 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:18 pm. 

Guests : Ross Grady was introduced. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Motion to Accept ï Dave Kacharowski, 2nd ï Muryl Marler 

 

Business Arising: University weather station. A discussion on what frequency they will use and will there be any conflicts with our flying 

frequencies. Enquiries will be made with a report at next months meeting. 

Committee Reports 

 

1. Grass, Roads  Maintenance.- Cloverbar field is in good shape. 

2. Wings. -  Wings program begins on Thursday June 4 at 167 Avenue Field. 

3. Pattern -  ERCS 50th anniversary crest will be on all correspondence and on all trophies this year. The event will be held at the 

Cloverbar field this year. 

4. Pylon ï Appears dead this year. 

5. Sport/Combat ï Four contestants flew id windy conditions this year. The event was won by a visitor from Lethbridge. 

6. Electric ï The electric fun fly will be at the 167 Avenue field on September 11. 

7. Scale -  Things are all on schedule for the Scalemasters contest. 

8. Float Fly -  there was a good turnout of hopefull participants but the weather was horrible. High winds, Rain and Snow. Tents 

were destroyed. Main activity was staying warm and B.S.  Some flying took place on Monday. 

9. Membership. ï 83 paid up to date.  Membership form on website was modified to make key exchange rules more obvious. 

10. Website ï Up and running. NOTE Webmasters son is getting married in a KILT.  Iôm proud to announce this Dave.          

Corscaddeen MUST be SCOTTISH after all!!!! 

New Business 

 

Bremner Field ï  

 A noise testing report was presented by Rick Weringa. 

Most aircraft that met the proposed  90DbA rule did not cause a noise issue at the  road. 

A noise could be distinctly measured when an aircraft measuring 102 DbA was flown. 

A datum was  measured on a dead calm day on a weekend with no Gravel Pit equipment in operation. 

It is recommended that the Club purchase a Class 2 Sound Meter to continue testing. The cost will be about $600. The board 
will attend to this at there next meeting. 

60 trees were planted during May. They were donated by Dundee  Development. 

They were thanked by everyone at the meeting. 

The trees will require a lot of watering. Bruce Bender (473-3719)  needs volunteers to help with this. 

The Parking lot and the road were graded. 

Four pilot stations have been installed on each flight line. 

We are waiting on Fortis to hook up power. 
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The GATE to the field MUST BE LOCKED when you enter or leave the site. We must not allow TRESSPASSERS 
onto Lafarge property. 

Do not go outside our leased area. Signs are up.  To retrieve a downed airplane go to Lafarge for help. 

Obey STOP signs. There is heavy equipment operating on the Lafarge roads. 

Pick up all garbage. KEEP  SITE  CLEAN. 

Overall the Field is very good ð Bruce is happy! 

Recommended date for site to be open for club use is June 1, 2010. 

Sponsors names will be added to the field sign. 

 

Airfest -  Will be on June 25, 26, 27.  Bill Derksen will put a sign on the website for participants. 

 

Other Business 

 

Club Jackets -  Many have been distributed. New orders are welcome. Contact Deryl Kartz (472-8215) 

 

Air Cadets ð Cancelled last Saturday due to weather, will continue this week. 

 

Technical Presentation 

 

This month we were given an informative discussion by Ross Grady on the origins of our club in 1950. He began with his ex-
ploits as a teenager in the early 1940s all the way to where we are today. 

We were shown some of the early radio components home built from magazine plans. 

Ross still builds all his aircraft from plans which he either draws himself or purchases. In about 70 years of modeling he has built 
only 2 models from kits, And a great many from plans.  He has NEVER assembled an ARF! 

His talk and discussion was thoroughly enjoyed by all of us. 

Thanks Ross. 

 

Adjournment ð Moved by Dave Kacharowski, and by Deryl Kartz 

Time  8:48 pm 

Next Meeting 

Next meeting will be held 

Wednesday 30 June, 2010 

at the Victoria Soccer Club 

Meeting to start at 7PM 

On the Agenda 

Committee Reports 

Tech Topic: Scale Masters Report 
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A long time ago, in the early 

age of radio control (1976), 

Harris Lee and Bert Baker 

came back from flying at Miles 

Square Park, sat in Harris' ga-

rage and pondered the ques-

tion; how could they create an 

event strictly for radio control 

scale aircraft? An idea came 

forward and the vision was 

born. Have a contest and split 

the event into two sections, 

static judging and flight judging 

and have the contestant with 

the highest combined score 

win. 

One day, the two men decided 

to challenge their own Garden 

Grove RC Club (which later 

became the Orange Coast R/C 

Club) about sponsoring a trial 

contest to test out the concept. 

After sharing the vision again, 

an idea began to formulate in 

one of the listeners, Bob Ol-

sen. Then there were three. 

After the meeting, Jerry Ortego 

came and offered his support. 

The core team of four had 

formed and the first contest 

was about to begin. 

In order to get pilots interested 

in coming; prizes were to be 

offered. Money was needed to 

buy the prizes and trophies. 

Harris asked the president of 

the club for an advance of 

$500. After much debate and 

persuading, the club agreed. 

The challenge was on. Putting 

out the word would be the job 

of RCM's Dick Tieschner and 

fliers were printed along with a 

full page ad in RCM. 

Asking for volunteers from 

among the 350 members pro-

duced not one person. Harris 

went out to the RC Bees RC 

Club with Gordon Truax and 

Jerry Heaton who were great 

proponents and gave a lot of 

help. The contest was called 

the Western Scale Nationals. 

The USPGA pattern judges 

offered to flight judge. Bert 

convinced Bill Northrop, Jack 

Stafford, and Dave Lane to be 

static judges. Pepsi Cola be-

came the first sponsor donat-

ing the use of a pop and hot 

dog trailer used for park 

events. Again, no one offered 

to help so their wives came to 

the rescue and ran the conces-

sion stand all weekend. The 

contest went without a hitch, 

38 entries and everyone had a 

great time. They were able to 

pay back the $500 plus $1000 

they made from selling hot-

dogs and pop. The Garden 

Grove club thought this was 

great and offered to let them 

do it again the following year 

(1977) which also went very 

well. Interest in scale was 

growing. They now had a good 

organization and decided to 

break away from the Garden 

Grove Club and form a club 

with all those who made the 

contest a success. That is how 

the Scale Squadron of South-

ern California was formed in 

1978 and is believed to be the 

first all scale clubs in the 

United States. Don Lien was 

the first club president. 

During the third year (1978), 

Jerry Ortego, Bob Olsen, Bert 

and Harris met with Pat Po-

tega, editor of Scale R/C Mod-

eler, and formulated the Scale 

Masters concept on a national 

basis and the regional qualifier 

was born. They raised money 

from holding "UnContests" 

and AT-6 sales, which Bert 

designed, Don Lien made 

foam wings and Alan Arnold 

made the molds. Five kits were 

made but no one wanted to 

race them (way ahead of their 

times!) so they sold the plans, 

molds, and wings to Joe Bridi. 

The money went to the Scale 

fund, and Joe went on to make 

the famous Bridi kits. 

They wanted to name it some-

thing special and as it hap-

pened, the weekend they met 

the Masters golf tournament 

was on so Jerry, a golfer, sug-

gested Scale Masters, the name 

stuck and the rest is history! 

For 18 years Harris Lee kept 

the Masters in the forefront of 

the scale community with a lot 

of help from technical director 

Kent Walters and his daughter 

in law Robin Bisogno who did 

all the program fliers. The 

Competition Guide was re-

fined each year and the re-

gional qualifier count increased 

to 22 contests all across the 

United States and Canada. 

In the fall of 1997, Harris at-

tended what would be his last 

Masters in Dallas Texas. He 

was diagnosed with bladder 

cancer and wanted to attend 

the Championships before 

starting the process. He con-

tacted Earl & Josie Aune (CD 

for 9 years of the Evergreen 

Scale Rally Qualifier) to help 

him while he underwent the 

various treatments. The fight 

was courageous but Harris left 

us April 30th 1998 leaving Earl 

& Josie to "keep the dream 

US Scale Masters History  
    (Taken from the USSMA website with permission - www.usscalemasters.org) 

alive". Before he passed away 

he commented that he was 

very pleased with the "things 

he always wanted to do" with 

establishing a Judges Certifica-

tion Program, Scale Masters 

Membership Program, an 

Internet Website, a Masters 

Quarterly Newsletter (many 

thanks to Josie Aune) and 

eventually obtained a 501c3 

non-profit organization status 

thanks to Chief Financial Offi-

cer Gary Norton. 

Going forward, the Scale Mas-

ters Association continues to 

be refined and most impor-

tantly-- support the interest in 

scale aircraft modeling by host-

ing the annual U.S. Scale Mas-

ters Championships thereby 

giving the 22 Regional Quali-

fier contests the excitement 

they need to attract their con-

testants. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

More information about the 

US Scale Masters and a list of 

other 2010 qualifier locations 

and dates can be found on the 

US Scale Masters website at  

www.usscalemasters.org 

 



interested in observing what 

was going on.  

I must commend our pilots on 

the discipline and professional-

ism they displayed as they ma-

neuvered their aircraft into safe 

positions that would not pose a 

hazard to the full scale circling 

our airfield. 

There were 6 categories this 

year; Expert (5 contestants), 

Advanced (1 Contestant), Ex-

pert -  Fun Scale (a new cate-

gory with 3 contestants), Fun 

Scale (5 Contestants), Open (1 

Contestant) and Team. (1 

Team entry).   

I have attached a score and 

standings chart to the right of 

this article. Top hardware win-

ners this year, Gene LaFond 

from Wenatchee Washington -  

Top Score, 186.74, Bob Woni-

toy from ERCS -  Top Flight, 

93.00 and Alan Wesley (first 

time competitor) of ERCS 

took top position in Fun Scale 

(87.67) thus winning the  do-

nated Airtronics 2.4 Ghz 

RDS8000-FHSS radio.  

I wish to convey special thanks 

to the contestants, the judges, 

our sponsors (Springbank 

Hangar Development and  

Canadian Dewatering), the 

score keepers and the rest of 

support crew (too many to 

mention by name without fear 

of missing someone) that par-

ticipated in this yearõs event.; 

without these volunteers there 

wouldnõt be a contest. 

Great Contest Gang!!! 

(Continued from page 1) 

2010 US Scale Masters Qualifier Competition  
(Continued) 
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Name Model Total  

Score 

Static Flight 

Expert Class     

Gene LaFond DGA 3 Pete 186.74 94.00 92.67 

Bob Wonitoy Havard MkII 184.75 91.75 93.00 

Bruce Bender FW190 D9 183.83 94.00 89.83 

Mariusz Pietrzyk PZL P11C 169.00 94.00 75.00 

Bob Heikell Space Walker 150.83 91.00 59.83 

Advanced Class     

Al Schmidt T6 Texan 179.42 91.25 88.17 

Expert-Fun Scale 

Class 

    

Chris Hammond Extra 300S 95.33 5.00 90.33 

Roly Worsold DH82C       

Tiger Moth 

90.83 5.00 85.83 

Craig Green F4U 1A  Corsair 60.08 5.00 55.08 

Fun Scale Class     

Alan Wesley PT-26 Cornell 92.67 5.00 87.67 

Ernie Reinhold DH82          

Tiger Moth 

90.33 5.00 85.33 

Al McGillis Ultimate Bipe 88.08 5.00 83.08 

Don McGowan Space Walker 87.25 5.00 82.25 

Pat Savage J3 Piper Club 83.42 5.00 79.42 

Open Class     

Nathan Rondeau P47           

Thunderbolt 

39.50 14.00 25.50 

Team Class     

Bob Heikell and 

Gene LaFond 

Bellanca J30 - 

Miss Veedol 

179.75 91.25 88.50 

Category 1st 2nd 3rd 

Expert Gene Lafond Bob Wonitoy Bruce Bender 

Advanced Al Schmidt   

Expert -  Fun Chris Hammond Roly Worsold Craig Green 

Fun Scale Alan Wesley Ernie Reinhold Al McGillis 

Open Nathan Rondeau   

Team  Bob Heikell  and Gene LaFond 
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Now for some photos - 2010 US Scale Masters Qualifications 
ERCS Bremner Field, June 18-20, 2010 
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