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President’s  Message 
-Brian Bell- 

Hello to All: 

It looks like Spring has finally arrived. I went over 
to the North Field yesterday on my lunch break to 
look at the field and there were four or five people 
flying and enjoying the weather. It was great to see 
the snow gone and airplanes in the air. 
 
I would like to thank the four gentlemen running our 
new field committee. The committee includes Bruce 
Bender, Len Boisvert, Iain Middleton, and Bob 
Wonitoy. They are hard at work making sure that if 
we lose a field due to the ring roads we will have a 
new place to fly. This is a large undertaking and I 
am sure every member appreciates the hard work 
and dedication to the club. 
 
At the April Executive meeting it was decided to ask 
the membership to vote on a $10/year increase in 
membership dues starting in 2007. This will raise 
our yearly membership cost from $55 to $65. It is 
felt that we need to be realistic about future 
operational costs and possibly having to develop a 
new field. This still makes us one of the lowest cost 
clubs in the area. The vote will take place at the May 
31, 2006 general meeting. 
 
Our Tech Talk topic for the April 26, 2006 general 
meeting will be “Show and Tell” of your winter 
projects and control line flying. Bruce Perry is 
coming out to enlighten us on this aspect of our 
sport. I am looking forward to his presentation. 
 

 
Our annual ground school will be Saturday April 22, 2006 
at the Victoria Soccer club. Iain Middleton will be hosting 
this event starting at 10:00 AM. If you are new to the hobby 
or would just like a refresher come on out and bring your 
trainer. One of our instructors can go through your plane to 
make sure it will be ready to fly when the Wings program 
starts. 
 
Please keep the ideas and suggestions coming in so we can 
make our club the best in the area. 
 
Brian Bell 780-982-1226 
Brianbell2@shaw.ca 

 
Eureka 

-Muir Loftus- 
 
Thanks to all for the information and help on the suppliers 
of Center of Gravities (C of G). For a while I was not sure if 
we were all talking about the same thing. I went back to the 
plans and instructions and no where did it say Center of 
Gravity or C of G - only CG. Maybe it's a car thing? 
However, I think my problem is solved. I mentioned my 
concern to a fellow Flyer and he said "Hey, no problem, I'll 
bring you a couple tomorrow!" Sure enough, the next day 
there he was with 2 shiny new CGs - one right & one left. 
After examining them, I remarked that I'll have trouble 
installing them in the wing like the plan says because there 
is a servo living there now. He said no problem, just mount 
them on the centre line of the fuselage directly above where 
the plans show. But be VERY careful that the right one is 
on the right and the left on the left. Also be sure that one of 
the lines on the CG lines up with the centre line of the fuse. 
  Well, I did as I was told and "Wallah" (short for Eureka) 
it worked! My airplane has changed from a reasonably nice 
flying “stand-way-off scale sport plane” into a reasonably 
flying stand-off-scale sport plane with funny looking little 
circles on the sides of the fuse. This causes considerable 
speculation on just what the heck they are for! And, of 
course, my friend and I are only too happy to pull their legs 
just like we've been pulling yours! 
   Hope you've had as much fun with this as we have. Keep 
those tails high in the turns and the rubber side down when 
landing. See you all soon!     

  The Newsletter of the Edmonton Radio Control Society        April, 2006 
 

Volume 15 Number 4  

ERCS NEWS T 
H 
E 



 
Minutes of ERCS General Meeting   March 29, 2006 

-Don Miller- 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:16 PM. Bill Derksen presiding. 
Guests Steve Fitzpatrick and Dan Short were introduced. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted. Moved by Iain Middleton and seconded 
by Craig Green. 
 
Committee Reports: 
·  Grass, Roads and Maintenance- The two signs that will replace the weathered ones at the north field are  

finished and will be installed when the weather permits. 
·  Noise, Safety and Frequency- As regular flying has not started yet, there is no report. 
·  Wings Program- The ground school will be run by Iain Middleton on Saturday April 22 at the Victoria  

Soccer Club. 
·  Pattern- No report. 
·  Newsletter- No report. 
·  Pylon- John Gemmell presented the Tech Talk on pylon racing. His presentation was very informative 

and the members were enlightened of the Pylon challenges. A warm thank you to John. 
·  Scale- The Scale Masters event will have static judging on Friday June 23 and flying June 24 and 25. 

The classes will be Fun Scale, Sport Scale, Team Scale and Expert. 
·  Membership- Neil Hansen reported that the club now has 65 members. 
 
New Business: 
·  Muryl Marler requested that the club include a spring combat in the event schedule. The executive will 

discuss this at their next meeting. 
·  The Great Hobbies Fun Fly event will be held at the Strathcona Flyers field this year. 
·  Bruce Bender reported that a committee of interested members has been formed for the purpose of 

identifying possible sites for a new flying field. The committee includes Bruce Bender, Len Boisvert, 
Iain Middleton, and Bob Wonitoy. At the first meeting the committee identified the clubs requirements 
for the field and the sources of information about possible locations. The committee encourages all club 
members to research their contacts for possibilities. 

 
Other Business: 
·  The Air Fest event being held at the Hangar on Kingsway is now scheduled for July 2 vice Father’s 

Day.  ERCS will provide a static display only. 
·  The club has declined to participate on the “K Days” event at the Sportex. 
·  Next month the Tech Talk is a “Show and Tell” of your winter projects. 
·  The Red Deer Auction is April 29. 
 
It was moved by Bill Russell and seconded by Dave Hughes that the meeting be adjourned at 9:31 PM. 
 
 
 

 
Fax: 780-471-4453 
12131 – 54 Street Edmonton, 
Alberta T5W 3N4                     

 



 
Pylon Racing 
-John Gemmell- 

By the time you read this article it will be just a couple of weeks before it all starts. For the racers they will feel their 
heart bounding in anticipation of their first take off. For the helpers they get a front row seat to watch all the action 
and for the spectators they will enjoy the night out. The helpers are the ones who make the race happen! Without 
them the race could not function and to show our appreciation we hold a draw for them each race night for a Twenty 
Five dollar Gift Certificate. So if you feel up to it, come on out and lend us a hand, as there are always people there 
to show you what to do and it is very easy. 
  
There is still enough time to get a plane ready if you are a fast builder or just want to buy an ARF. All our local 
Hobby stores have a great selection for you to choose from at affordable prices. The ARFs have made it very easy to 
get into racing and have done wonders for Pylon Racing all over North America. They fly very well on any sport 
.40 motor you may have and they come with complete hardware including a universal back plate mount. But most 
of all, they come with the support from all the pilots.  This would include tips on balancing, trimming, props, getting 
the best out of your old/new .40 motor, take offs, and if need be we'll even land it for you. Racing starts April 24, 
2006, 7 PM at the North Field. So come on out and treat yourself, family and friends to a fun filled and exciting 
evening.  See You There... John. 
 

 
John Gemmell, is a very keen and dedicated Pylon Racer. His motivating anecdote is:  
PYLON RACING - THE ADRENALINE RECIPE FOR SHEAR EXCITEMENT!! 

 

Spring Combat 
May 28, 2006 at ERCS Cloverbar Field, Start time 10:00 AM. 
Entry Fee is $10.00 and MAAC Rules apply. 
Event Director is Muryl Marler at  780-909-1220 or email: murylmarler@yahoo.ca 
The 2005 Fall Combat was one of the best ERCS Events of the year. After the dust 
settled and scores were tallied Ed Zeschuk vowed that the he will be flying in the 
next Combat Event. Otherwise the “Chicken Award” may be going home with him. 
 



 

Next Meeting 
April, 26 2006 @ 7:00PM 
Victoria Soccer Club on 

142 Street 
3 Blocks North of 

 137 Avenue 
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APRIL 22, 2006 
10:00 AM – NOON 

VICTORIA SOCCER CLUB 
142 ST, 3 BLOCKS NORTH OF 137 AVE 
 
BRING PARTIALLY, OR FULLY BUILT 
AIRCRAFT  
 
PLUS QUESTIONS FOR AN 
INFORMATIVE SESSION TO GET 
READY FOR THE FLYING SEASON 
 
EVERYONE WELCOME 
NO CHARGE 
 
FOR INFO CONTACT IAIN:  
(780) 462-0962 
grndadeo@telus.net 



Fast Approaching ERCS Related Events  
 
For details on all events visit the MAAC site at  http:/maac.ca 
 
April 22, 2006  Ground School, Victoria Soccer Club 142 Street, 3 Blocks North of 137 Avenue. 
 
April 24 to June 26, 2006  Pylon Racing - Quickie 500, West Field 167 Avenue and 135 Street. 
 
May 20 to 22, 2006  Paddle River Float Fly, Clear Lake, which is a short distance North West of Barrhead. 
 
June 10, 2006  Pizza Box Flyer and BBQ, East Field 131 Avenue just West of Meridian Street. 
 
June 23 to 25, 2006  Alberta Scale Masters, West Field 167 Avenue and 135 Street. 
 
July 7, 2006  Western Canada Float Fly Classic at Stoney Lake, just 10 miles west of Elk Point, Alberta.  
 
July 22 & 23, 2006  Tofield Miniature Aircraft Display & Fun Fly. Located at the Town of Tofield Airport.  
 
August 5 & 6, 2006  Western Canadian Pattern Championships, West Field 167 Avenue and 135 Street. 
 
August 13, 2006  ERCS Air Show, West Field 167 Avenue and 135 Street. 
 
September 9, 2006 Electric Fun Fly, West Field 167 Avenue and 135  Street. 
 
September 17, 2006  Fall Combat, East Field 132 Avenue just east of Meridian Street. 
 
September 22 to 24, 2006 Paddle River Float Fly, Paddle River Dam near Rochfort. 
 
November 4, 2006  ERCS Swap Meet, Balwin Community League Hall. 
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Last Flight 

-Dave McGowan- 
 

Getting More Out of Your Flying Part 2.  
Before you can start any lessons, you must be assured that your plane is properly balanced and trimmed. If you are 
not sure then I highly recommend you attend the ERCS Ground School on April 22, as these balancing techniques 
will be demonstrated to make sure your plane passes all the recommended tests. If your plane is not properly 
trimmed, no amount of practice will help, other than causing difficulties and frustration.  
 
Perhaps the most important thing to practice when you start out in Pattern Competition is straight and level flight. 
Even though most experienced sport fliers believe nothing is easier than straight and level flight. When you begin to 
carefully analyze your flying skills and fly in front of critical observers, 
you quickly find that you must be flying perfectly straight and level so that 
you can be properly set up for each maneuver. This is the most important 
item to learn in the beginning.  

Let's begin with a test. The next time you are at the field, try to fly your 
plane exactly on a line which is parallel to the pilots flight line. Keep the 
plane between 50 to 100 yards in front of yourself. Small planes will need 
to be flown closer than large planes. Keep the plane at a constant altitude 
during each pass in front of the pilots station. Now, look at your wing tips. Does it appear that one wing is lower than 
the other? You want to know for sure. Just make a straight and level flight past you with the wings as level as you 
can make them. After the plane has passed you, by 50 to 100 yards, smoothly pull up into a 1/4 of a loop until the 
plane is vertical. Now hold it straight up without any rudder correction. Are the wings level? No? Then you were not 
level when you flew the level flight past you. If the wings are level as the plane goes up, then you have learned how 
your wing tips should look as the plane flies level in front of you. Practice this until you can pass this exercise 
repeatedly.  

 
What Maneuver Should I Practice? 
The next thing you need to learn, is the proper way to turn around and keep yourself on a constant track. The best 
maneuver for practice is the 1/2 Reverse Cuban Eight. Done properly, this maneuver will bring you back on the same 
line every time, and help eliminate the "hunting around" to get on course. Fly past yourself straight and level. When 
you are about 50 to 100 yards past your center point, smoothly pull up until your plane is climbing at a 45 degree 
angle. Hold that line for 10 to 30 feet, then roll to inverted while maintaining that 45 deg. climb. Hold the same line 
as you had before the roll for the same distance, then pull so that the plane will smoothly finish a 5/8ths inside loop 
to straight and level flight in the opposite direction of your entry. Your altitude should be the same, and your 
direction will be exactly 180 deg opposite. Now practice this maneuver until you can repeat it correctly every time 
and in both directions.  
This allows you to stay in the "Box" or maneuvering area all the time. The Half Reverse Cuban 8's will be performed 
at a 60 deg. mark on either side of the pilot's station but we will save that for next month.   
 
Now you know what to do, let's get busy and start having fun. 

 

 


