
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
President’s Message 

-Brian Bell- 
Hello All: 
 
It looks like spring has finally arrived and the flying season can begin. It has been a long winter and I am ready for 
some warmer weather to fly. 
 
I have been asked by many members about the status of our North and Cloverbar fields. At this point it is looking like 
we will at least have this year on both fields. The owner of the North field has no plans to develop this year and the 
Cloverbar field is in the hands of the Ring Road developers. We have not received any official notice at this time from 
the developers. I will keep you posted on all new information. 
 
The plans and development of the “NEW” field are progressing. If you want to follow the development or make 
suggestions we have a special forum on our website (www.ercs.ab.ca ).  LaFarge has decreed that their name will not 
be part of the official name of the “NEW” field. It has been suggested we sell the rights to name the field to a company. 
Since our lease is for five years, the naming rights would be for five years. If you know of a company that might be 
interested please let me or any member of the executive know. 
 
Fund raising for the “NEW” field is well underway way. We will be setting up an area on the web site to recognize 
individual donations to the club. The donations $$$ will be recognized in the following manner: 0-199 “Bronze Wing”, 
200-499 “Silver Wing” & 500+ “Gold Wing”. We will keep a running total and have it posted on the website. 
 
We have had a member donate a Goldberg Monster Pitts and OS 120AX to be raffled off. The tickets will be sold at the 
April General meeting and at the CARFF auction. 
 
The next General meeting will be Wednesday April 25, 2007. We have a WWII bomber pilot coming to do a 
presentation for us. I would like to thank Les Patterson for setting this up. 
 
As always I encourage all feedback that will continue to keep ERCS as the Premiere club in our area. Contact me 
directly with any ideas or concerns. 
 
Brian Bell 
brianbell2@shaw.ca 
780-982-1226 
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Minutes of ERCS General Meeting  March 28, 2007 
-Don Miller- 

 
Bill Derksen called meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.  
 
Jim Soutar, the manager of Great Hobbies was introduced. 
 
It was moved by Duke Aulenback and seconded by Bruce Bender that the tech talk be held at the end of the meeting 
at all future meetings.  Note:  the executive reserves the right to change this for presentations for special guests.  
Carried.  Bruce Bender agreed to present his tech talk at the end of the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were presented.  Dave Kachorowski moved that the minutes be adopted as presented 
and Iain Middleton  seconded it.  Carried.  It was reported that Al McGillis  is writing an application for a CEFP 
(community enhancement grant) to help fund the development of the new field. 
 
Committee Reports:  
·  Grass Roads and Maintenance-  The Cloverbar field is snow free.  The road into the north (old) field is soft and 

deeply rutted. 
·  Wings-  Douglas Stubbs has agreed to help train students on Thursday nights. 
·  Pattern-  The new sequences for 2007 will be published in April.  There is a pattern clinic on May 5 in Calgary. 
·  Pylon-  Racing starts April 30 at 7:00.  Helpers are needed as usual.  Composite wings are not allowed. 
·  Combat-  There is a combat event scheduled for May.  An electric combat event is being considered. 
·  Scale-  The scale meeting is at Wayne Beesley’s house on April 11. 
·  Float Flys- The first event is May long weekend at Paddle river. 
·  Newsletter- Dave McGowan made a request for articles or reports of interest to the members. 
·  Membership- Neil Hansen reported that the club now has 71 members.  
·  Website-  Dave Corscadden is investigating changing the website to a new server as the present server is not 

reliable. 
 
New Business: 
Google earth was used to show the size of the new field relative to the two existing fields and a second map showed the 
location of the new field relative to the Cloverbar field. 
·  Bruce Bender has several people willing to donate money for development of the new field.  He would like a 

mechanism to recognize these gifts.  The executive will put this on their agenda for their next meeting. 
·  It was noted with gratitude that Les Patterson has agreed to donate $200. 
�
Tech Talk: 
Bruce Bender gave an informative talk on adhesives and their uses.  The presentation covered some new products as 
well as some that we are familiar with.  Bruce also brought the documentation for his Spitfire and answered question 
from members wishing to enter scale events. 

Other Business: 
·  The draw winners were Gray Pinell and Jim Sheshetsky. 

 
It was moved by Don Miller  and seconded by Duke Aulenback that the meeting be adjourned at 7:55.  Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Scale Flying 
-Bruce Bender- 

 
This is my final article on the Scale Masters rules and my attempt to simplify the rule book. I would still encourage 
everyone to read the rules as there is no possible way to cover everything in one page. These are available as a down 
load from www.scalemasters.org.  
 
A scale flight consists of 10 maneuvers, 5 mandatory and 5 optional that realistically represent the modeled aircraft in 
flight. Each maneuver starts with a score of 10 and is graded on how precisely the maneuver is done, how well it is 
placed and how realistically it represents the aircraft. These maneuvers are the same for all Scale Masters categories. It 
is up to the pilot to brief the judges on which maneuvers he is going to do and how he will execute each maneuver. A 
lot of contestants will present a mission or a flight plan to the judges for some added interest. There is usually ample 
time allowed for a flight so take your time and explain what you are trying to accomplish to the judges.  
 
The 5 mandatory maneuvers are: 
 

Take-off Figure 8 Fly Past Landing Flight Realism 
 
These maneuvers can be done in any order and can be mixed with your optional maneuvers with the exception of 
landing and take-off. Refer to the rule book for how to do and present these maneuvers. 
 
The 5 optional maneuvers do not have to be difficult, but should be chosen because they represent what the aircraft is 
capable of in real life and show off the model to advantage (Pages 24-29 of the rule book list a number of possible 
optional maneuvers). For example, if you have a J-3 Cub, you would not choose knife edge flight or even a loop. 
Instead, you would fly the model slowly and at a reasonably low altitude with almost no aerobatics. If you choose 
aerobatic maneuvers with a Cub, expect to be downgraded in your flight scores. The opposite is true if you have a P-51. 
Expect a downgrade if you do nothing but level flight maneuvers, if your gear doesn’t go up and if you don’t use the 
flaps in the proper manner. 
 
In the 5 optional maneuvers, 3 maneuver combinations with mechanical options can also be chosen. There are also 2 
mechanical options that do not have to be maneuver combinations. They are multi engines and swing or folding wings. 
If any one of these two mechanical options is chosen and they work prototypically for the entire flight, 10 points would 
be awarded for the maneuver. 
 
So what is a maneuver combination with a mechanical option?  Simply, it is an appropriate flight maneuver done in 
combination with a mechanical option. For example, I often do a slow flyby with flaps and retracts extended. This 
maneuver, called a “Slow Speed Dirty Inspection Pass”, is judged equally on the slow flyby portion and the operation 
of the flaps and retracts. Slow flight cannot be used again as another maneuver on its own and flaps and retracts cannot 
be used as part of another maneuver. 
 
Flying scale models is where the rubber meets the road and you will have taken a big step from a hanger queen to 
having a flying scale model. The next step is to reproduce the flight characteristics of the prototype. Flying in a 
competition, like the Scale Masters, will help you to accomplish this goal and make you a better pilot. The difference 
with competitive flying is that you are required to follow a flight plan and you will be graded on how well you have 
accomplished a prototypical flight. This can provide you with some benchmarks on your skill level. You can make the 
flight as difficult as you want or do simple maneuvers you are comfortable with (recommended). Relax and enjoy your 
flying just like when you sport fly. You will know when you have done a good flight regardless of the judge’s scores. 
Do it for your own benefit and self satisfaction and use the judging as constructive criticism.  
 
Getting your scale model into the air and show it to others who are interested in scale models is what this is all about. 
Remember that you are trying to reproduce a realistic model of a man carrying aircraft and the most realistic flight 
possible for that aircraft.  

 



The Adventures of Suzi 
-Frank Kelly- 

 
Suzi is a baby deer; she was born in June when the world was warm and sunny with blue skies and green grass. She 
lived with her Mom on the north pasture of Chipmunk 7-33, in a land of hills and trees and there was a house down in a 
valley beside a little lake. Winter came and the days got cold and snow covered everything, then worst of all; a hunter 
shot her Mom. She was all alone in the world until she met another Mother deer with a baby deer, then she hung out 
with them. They found some hay bales near the house beside the little lake, the house where Rita and I live, and they 
spent a lot of time near the hay bales, other food was hard to find under all the snow.  
 
Inside the house Rita was pealing lots of apples and making apple pies. Rita had two boxes of home grown apples and 
an apple peeler from the Lee Valley Tools store. I would put the apple peelings out in the yard where the deer could get 
them. This happened every day, the deer really liked the apple peelings and they began to look forward to them, soon 
they would come running when I put them out. When we ran out of apple peelings I would cut up an apple and put it in 
a dish with a scoop of grain for Suzi’s lunch. The other deer didn’t trust me, but Suzi liked the lunch every day so she 
began to trust me more and more as time went on. I would stand close by and talk to her while she ate her lunch. The 
other deer moved on and spent their time somewhere else, but Suzi stayed and had lunch with me every day. This 
became a routine, every day at noon Suzi would come for her lunch. I would tell our family and friends about my 
budding relationship with Suzi. Our son wanted to see my new friend so I told him “Come out at noon on Saturday and 
she will be there, it happens every day.” He came out on Saturday and brought an $8.00 bag of apples from Safeway 
with him. His mother gave him static for spending $8.00 on apples for the deer. A week later she brought home a bag 
of apples from Superstores discount table where they sell the over ripe bananas and bruised apples for half price. She 
gave them to me and said, “Here, these are for your deer.” 
 
Sometimes Suzi would come up on our deck, I think that she was trying to find where the apple peelings were coming 
from. One day I cut up the apple and came out the door and Suzi was standing on the sidewalk waiting for me. As time 
went on she became more and more comfortable with me standing near by. Soon I could move around while she was 
eating, then finally she would eat out of the dish while I was holding it. But she was getting lonesome for the other deer 
so she went to find where they had gone. She found them and stayed with them, but she would come back to have 
lunch with me occasionally. She liked the company of the other deer more than she liked the apple for lunch, and 
stopped coming back to have lunch with me. I missed Suzi very much, and keep watching for her to come back. 
 
One of my eastern cousins wants to make a children’s story out of my relationship with Suzi, but she says that the story 
needs a happy ending. Here is her version of a happy ending. 
 
Hey:...From the EAST....I've got the perfect ending....the "Nice" old man gets so lonely for Suzi that he wanders off 
one day in search of his adopted deer "family". He wanders aimlessly for days until he (half-dazed) stumbles upon 
them. He eats their food (bark, grubs, buds, leaves), & drinks heartily (spring water) with them until they realize he 
doesn't really fit their lifestyle...& he smells funny too! They send him packing....& he returns broken-hearted to the 
nice "old" lady who takes him back & feeds him those left-over apples from the discount table, after, of course, she 
checks him for ticks & other deer diseases. She re-names him Bambi Man (get it?) & then allows him back in the house 
to sleep in the basement....(Remember that SMELL),,,, I love a happy ending...Don't you? 
 
I am not sure that is a happy ending, I have to sleep in the basement because I smell bad. Let’s just end it with; 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank Kelly admires how Suzi has placed her trust in his presence. 

With time and coaxing Suzi would come up onto the deck for her apple lunch. 



IMAC Boot Camp 
-Chris Hammond- 

 
On May 5th Meridian Model Flyers will be hosting an IMAC boot camp at Kelly Field in Stony Plain.  A map to the 
field and contest details can be found on the MMF website at: www.meridianmodelflyers.com  
 
The Boot Camp is intended to help people prepare for the MMF September IMAC contest and learn about IMAC scale 
aerobatics.  This will be a fun event to come and learn about IMAC, see the sequences flown, try flying them for 
yourself and learn about judging. 
 
In the event of bad weather we will have Sunday as a rain out day and barring that we can move to the following 
Saturday May 12 th. 
 
Agenda: 
10 A.M. – Ground School Presentation (approx 1 hr) 
11 A.M. – Sequence demonstrations and judging seminar (approx 1 hr) 
12 P.M. – Open sequence practice; a chance to fly the sequences, get some feedback and try your hand at judging. 
 
If you are considering competing and/or just want to come see what the fuss is about please come out and participate.  
There is no fee, no stress and your feedback is greatly encouraged. 
 
This event is being hosted by Chris Hammond, Frank Kelly  and John Zurawell. 
 
Chris Hammond, Contest Director 
nitroracer@shaw.ca 
780 444 3619 
 
Meridian Model Flyers Scale Aerobatics Challenge 
September 8 – 9, 2007  
www.meridianmodelflyers.com  
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Merv Stewart R/C Sale  
-Kirk Calvert- 

 
Fellow R/C Modelers!  I am in the process of downsizing my R/C equipment inventory, and plan to hold an R/C 
sale at the St. Albert Airport (site map below) on May 11 & 12, 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. each day.  

 
Having converted to electric model flying, I plan to sell most of my inventory of glow fuel powered model aircraft 
and equipment. 
 
The sale will include a significant inventory of: 
- Airplanes, helicopters and boats (finished and kits) 
- engines 
- radios 
- tools   
- one ultra-light (Renegade) bi-plane – ready to cover, c/w Rotax 912 engine! 
 
The sale includes a large number of items.  Accordingly, preference will be given to “lot” buyers. 
 
For details, please contact Kirk Calvert , 780-913-9874 or kcalvert@evereadyindustrial.com  
 
The site of the sale is St. Albert Airport and Industrial Park, at the hangar of Proven Air, #5 Kuryluk Blvd.  
 
Please refer to Site map for road directions to the sale site. 
 
Come out and stock up for the fast-approaching flying season. 
 
Hope to see you at the sale! 
 
Merv Stewart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 St. Albert 
 

 

St. Albert Trail / Hwy #2 
 

3 km 

4 km 

Highway #37 
 

North 

Signage: “St. Albert Airport” 
(Airplane Symbol) 
 

Directions to Merv Stewart R/C Sale  – May 11 & 12, 2007 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., each day    
 
Site:  Proven Air  Ltd.  

#5 Kuryluk Blvd. 
St. Albert Airport & Industrial Park 

 
Contact:  Kirk Calvert 780-913-9874 (cell) or 
       kcalvert@evereadyindustrial.com 
 



Last Flight 
-Dave McGowan- 

 
As stated in the specifics below the ERCS News is available for viewing the 3rd Monday of each month. Exceptions are 
July, August and December as there is no Newsletter. This month’s Newsletter is a week late due to my other 
commitments and unforeseen obligations. April has been a very task full month and if not for “no time” I wouldn’t 
have any at all.  I apologize for this delay and will endeavor to have future Newsletters available as stated. 
 
Oh yes, my P38J ARF patiently awaits my humble return next week so I can resume the “assembly process”. 
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The May Newsletter 
Submission 

DEADLINE is: 
May 18, 2007 

 
 

 

Next General Meeting 
April 25, 2007   

7:00PM  
@ 

Victoria Soccer Club 
on  

142 St. 
3 Blocks North of  

137 Avenue 
 
 


