
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
President’s Message 

-Brian Bell- 
Hello All: 
 
I hope everyone had a great Holiday Season. 
 
On New Years Day we held our Annual Frozen Finger Fun Fly at the Cloverbar Flying Field. The attendance was up 
this year and we had a great day for flying. Al Schmidt earned bragging rights once again as he was the first in the air 
this year. Al McGillis  had the BBQ going and cooked up a hot dog lunch for the crowd. Everyone had a great time. 
 
Our next General meeting is January 31, 2007.  Brad Lourie  will be doing the technical presentation. Brad is going 
to be demonstrating the G 3.5 flight simulator from Great Planes. The flight simulators have come a long way in the 
last few years and this will be an opportunity to see what you can do and how realistic they are. 
 
As always we are looking for input and suggestions for “Tech Topics” to be used at the general meetings. If there is a 
topic you would like to see addressed at a meeting please let me know. 
 
We have signed the lease for our new field and are in the planning stages for developing it. I will pass on updates as 
they become available. 
 
As we proceed with developing the “New Field’ we are looking for a wish list/ ideas from members on what they 
would like to see in the field. The more input we receive the better we can meet the needs of ERCS members. Please 
forward any suggestions to me via phone or email. 
 
As always I encourage all feedback that will continue to keep ERCS as the Premiere club in our area. Contact me 
directly with any ideas or concerns. 
 
Brian Bell 
brianbell2@shaw.ca 
780-982-1226 
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Minutes of ERCS General Meeting November 29, 2006 
-Dave Thurston- 

 
Brian Bell called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted. 
Motion to accept - Duke Aulenback and seconded by Iain Middleton 
 
Committee Reports: 

Newsletter - Dave McGowan noted that the November newsletter would be the last hardcopy issue.  All future 
newsletter issues will be electronic. 

 
New Business: 

·  Member of the Year – Don Perry presented the Member of the Year award to longstanding ERCS member 
Bruce Bender.  Don outlined the dedication and hard work Bruce gave to the club.  Many thanks Bruce! 

·  New Field – Brian Bell signed a five year lease with Lafarge on November 15, 2006 at a lease rate of 
$100.00/year. 

·  Gray Pinnell brought his new work in progress - C47 wing for review. 
·  Brian Bell reported the November Swap meet raised about $500 and noted the turnout was great but low on 

vendors. 
·  Reminder of the annual Frozen Finger Fun Fly on January 1, 2007.  Reminder - MACC memberships must be 

renewed for this event. 
·  Ed Zeschuk chaired the election for the executive for the coming year. 

o President- Brian Bell was nominated by Neil Hansen, seconded by  
Iain Middleton. -Acclamation. 

o Vice President- Bill Derksen was nominated by Neil Hansen, seconded by  
Iain Middleton. -Acclamation. 

o Secretary- Don Miller was nominated by Neil Hansen, seconded by  
Iain Middleton. -Acclamation. 

o �Treasurer- Al McGillis was nominated by Neil Hansen, seconded by  
Iain Middleton. -Acclamation. 

o Six directors were also nominated. The candidates were: 
Chris Embree was nominated by Dave McGowan. 
Iain Middleton was nominated by Craig Green. 
Al Robertson was nominated by Bruce Bender. 
Dave Thurston was nominated by Al Robertson. 
Glen Willard was nominated by Dave McGowan 
Al Wesley was nominated by Murray McDowell 
Brad Lourie was nominated by Bill Derksen. 
 

Bill Derksen moved nominations closed and was seconded by Don Perry.   
The ballots were counted and the six executive members are Chris Embree, Iain Middleton, Al 
Robertson, Dave Thurston, Glen Willard and Brad Lourie. 
Duke Aulenback moved the ballots be destroyed and was seconded by Pat Savage. 

 
Tech Talk 

·  Brad Lourie demonstrated his Great planes G-3.5 flight simulator  
 

Other Business 
·  The lucky winners of the draw were Gray Pinnell (twice) and Iain Middleton. 

 
It was moved by Al Robertson and seconded by Bill Derksen that the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 PM.  Carried. 

 



ERCS 2006 Member of the Year Award 
-Don Perry- 

 
Dear fellow ERCS members and guests. I have been given the honor of announcing the recipient of this year’s 
MEMBER OF THE YEAR award. Just to keep the attention of everyone I will give a very short overview of the 
recipient’s ERCS involvement and as things unfold it will become evident who the winner is, perhaps sooner for 
some than others, as this person goes back a long way. 
 
For those of us that remember the Ellerslie flying field, that is where it began for this noted member. That field was 
shut down and the ERCS club suffered for a short time without a site to fly. Soon the field just north of this building 
was opened for flying. Although I became inactive at that time the member in question was still flying, and until now, 
has been involved with the club by instructing, field maintenance, development of the 167th avenue field, event 
organization, holding executive positions and leading from the front in many ways. His interests have been varied in 
pattern, gliders, electrics, building all sorts of aircraft in a variety of sizes. However, the main interest of scale kept 
floating to the top of the pool. Our member of note is a great supporter of the ERCS club and a proponent of the scale 
effort. He is a great builder, a great flyer and a great friend of our club. In the hour of need he has stepped forward 
many times. This time it was to look for a new flying site because the two we currently have are under attack by land 
development actions. His efforts have been fruitful and a new piece of property has been leased and is under 
development. I am proud to say, as this year winds down, that Bruce Bender is the most deserving winner of the 
MEMBER OF THE YEAR award. 
 
If any of my comments contained errors, I do apologize. A more comprehensive history of the contributions Bruce 
has made to our club would be extensive. Just say “THANKS FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS TO MAKE ERCS 
WHAT IT IS TODAY”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A delighted Bruce Bender receives the ERCS 2006 Member of the Year Award from Don Perry on 
behalf of all ERCS members. 



Frozen Finger Fun Fly (FFFF) January 1, 2007 
-Al Robertson-  

 
Well I don’t know how many years it has been, but Al Schmidt has once again completed the first flight of the year 
and again it was done under the cover of darkness. Congratulations Al . 
 
We had a very good turn out this year and as usual Al McGillis  had the coffee and hot chocolate ready at the “shack”. 
He welcomed all of us with warmth of a fire and prepared the hot dogs for lunch. Thanks Al  we really appreciate your 
hard work. 
 
There was a variety of aircraft from trainers to float planes and scale to aerobatic. We had both glow and electric 
powered planes. A few of us had to make some long tracks to retrieve our downed planes but none were broken 
beyond repair so it was a good day. The weather was pleasant in the morning with little wind and sunny skies but it 
clouded over in the afternoon and the wind picked up. So it was a little unpleasant for the late comers. 
 
This was a great kick off for 2007 and if this level of interest is reflected throughout the year, all of our events will be 
a resounding success. It was a great a great day to be at the Flying Field and seeing some familiar faces.  
The following pictures reflect the good time had by all. 

 

 
Al McGillis and Al Schmidt enjoying the FFFF. Al Robertson completes his first flight of 2007. 

Even the float planes were flown from the snow. FFFF flyers Bill Derksen and Chris Embree.  



You Can’t Fly this Winter    
-Frank Kelly- 

 
It’s cold outside and the road to the field is all drifted in, and your fleet of ARF’s is OK. Adding another ARF to your 
fleet is not a winter’s project anyway; you can do that any time. So what do you do with a winter like this? Here is a 
week of winter’s activity at our house. 
The Oilers were running a contest, identify one of their players who was dressed up as Santa, with a big white beard 
covering most of his face. There were clues in the Edmonton Journal every day for a week. Rita loves these contests; 
she won a trip to Mexico a few years ago. She clips out the entry forms and the new clue every day, and wants some 
help to figure out the puzzle. After the fourth clue we thought that it was Laddie Smid, then the sixth clue raised some 
doubts, it might be Matt Green. I looked on the Oilers web site and combed through the player’s information, but 
could not find anything to confirm either one, so we will still go with Smid. The last clue is in the Tuesday morning 
Journal, and entries close at noon same day. On Tuesday morning we pick up the Journal on our way out the driveway 
as we had some things to do in Stony Plain and Spruce Grove, and then we head into Edmonton to drop off the 
contest entries. The last clue is something about Kermit the Frog, The Incredible Hulk and The Wicked Witch of the 
North. Totally irrelevant, so Smid is still our guess, and we drop the entries in the box at the Save-On Foods store, 
then we go for a coffee and a muffin at their lunch counter.  I make a trip to the bathroom and leave Rita sipping her 
coffee. On my way I encounter a young man as he comes into the store with a handful of entries and stuffs them into 
the box. So I ask him “who is the Oilers Santa”? He tells me how his kids made a spreadsheet and worked on this, and 
that their answer is Green, I say that we went with Smid, and he explains that the last clue is the key. Kermit, Hulk 
and the Witch are all green in the cartoons; it helps to watch cartoons, it not just helps, it is a must, that is where we 
missed out. I get back to Rita at the coffee counter, and I tell her that we should have considered that last clue a lot 
more, and I ask her “what color is Kermit” he is the only one that we know. She answers that Kermit is green, and the 
light goes on, and she says, “we blew it”, and a few “Oh darn’s”. At first her attitude was, oh well, it was fun trying, 
but then she gets onto changing our entries. She wonders about asking the lady at the customer service counter to get 
our entries out of the box so we can change them. I would be too embarrassed to ask; but not her, now she is on a 
mission. The lady at the customer service counter was very good about it, she didn’t even hesitate, she opened up the 
box and fished out our entries for us. I never did mention to Rita about my conversation with the young man that 
figured out the last clue. The correct answer and having our entry drawn will win us a $1000.00 shopping spree at the 
Oilers Store, everyone will get Oilers stuff for Christmas, and the winner will be announced at Wednesday evening’s 
hockey game.  
Wednesday evening comes and we are in our seats waiting for the contest winner. During a lull in the action the 
Oilers Santa comes on the big screen and takes off his beard. We have the right answer, but they didn’t draw our 
entry, someone else gets the shopping spree. Everyone in that family will be getting Oilers stuff for Christmas. This 
story has a happy ending for someone else. 
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More Frozen Finger Fun Fly Pictures 
-Al Robertson- 

 
Dave Corscadden places the canopy on his Bronco. 

 
John Gemmell flew his “E” powered “Funster”. 

 

The February 
Newsletter 
Submission 

DEADLINE is: 
February 16, 2007 

 
 

Next General Meeting 
January 31, 2007   

7:00PM @ 
Victoria Soccer Club 

on  
142 St. 

3 Blocks North of  
137 Avenue 
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WHY DO I FLY PATTERN?    
-Murray McDowell- 

 
Because I can.  Because I want to.  Because I really, really get a thrill out of flying a plane that tracks well yet will 
turn on a dime right when I want it to!  Because I usually bring a complete airplane home.  Because it challenges me 
when the wind humbles me teaching me lessons I thought I already knew.  Because it challenges me to fly a series of 
maneuvers well, a goal often approached yet seldom achieved.  Because I like advancing my skills, practicing for 
competitions yet I know I am only competing against myself (why be nervous?).  Because I periodically like being in 
competitions to focus on achieving a defined amount of learning within a time frame.  But largely, I fly pattern 
because I get great enjoyment out of maneuvers done well which my 
focused work to achieve has paid off.  Try to wipe the smile off my 
face after a spin or a snap done particularly well. 
 
I love to watch eagles soar, hawks dive and ducks motor along and 
geese gracefully fly.  Pattern is all of these and more.  Other birds and 
planes may attract other fliers, different strokes for different folks but 
pattern is my favorite.  Nothing tracks as well, bursts out as well or 
graces the air as well as a pattern plane – to me! 
 
For the last three seasons I have flown a Venus 40 (Great Planes ARF) and had 46, 69 and 40 flights respectively, 
about 155 flights in total plus – on the same airplane.  Alan Wesley remarked one day that it looked like a good kit 
and I thought it did too so I purchased it locally.  I’ve had a lot of fun with it and my share of challenges.  My 
immediate previous airplane was an Astro Hog that had 235 flights on it until a severe radio problem ended it.  I now 
fly the Advanced Pattern (3rd of 5 levels) and enjoy it.  The next level, Masters, beckons me and I need a better 
airplane with more vertical power and that solution may be on my bench right now, we’ll see in the Spring. 
 
I choose to put a Saito .80 four stroke in the Venus 40 ARF.  Works very well, vertical is quite strong.  Tracks and 
responds equally well.  I eventually balanced the weight of a heavier engine by making a hatch in front of the stab to 
install the flight battery.  I balanced it laterally.  I shimmed the engine right thrust for better vertical lines.  I was set.  
Or was I?  The last flight (46) of the first season bought the farm with an unwanted snap no doubt brought on by 
sudden up-elevator application (on low rate) with an apparently sensitive CG.  Yes, I was able to repair it, without 
buying any of the 9 monocote colours on it! 
 
Snaps, what a curse!  WHY do they happen?  How solved?   CG balance, speed of elevator application and wing/stab 
incidence are very important, even in an ARF, as I discovered.  Using Precision Aerobatics Trim Charts and common 
sense I’d played with the balance point in flight by adding ¼ oz increments of lead stick-on weights (11 or 2 ¾ oz 
total) on the stab, then moved the battery rearward to replace the weights, thus lightning the plane.  This balance 
testing was confused by a misalignment of the stab incidence relative to the wing incidence and engine down thrust 
setting.  Bruce Perry gave me the big clue and I checked it out.  Imagine, a mere Control-Line Precision Aerobatics 
World Competitor for Canada casually suggesting to check the stab incidence relative to the wing as that could be 
causing my unwanted scary snaps with very little up elevator application!  Why wouldn’t I listen, since when is 
Bruce’s mind ever casual on technical issues? 
 
Assumptions of mine had lead to this, one more, humbling lesson.  The Venus ARF had a beautiful wing saddle 
which as datum became my 0 degree line, the engine down thrust relative to this wing measured properly based on 
previous experience with this type of airplane and engine (about 2 degrees down).  And the stab mount looked okay 
because it appeared to be mounted on the top of the fuse side or at 0 degrees incidence, so I thought.  The model was 
covered with monocote and trimmed nicely, I couldn’t see the exact top of the fuse side, I didn’t build it and it looked 
so close I did not measure it. The stab’s incidence, after Bruce’s hint was a definite almost 2 degrees negative.  Wow!   
 
This negative incidence explained excessive application of down elevator to maintain level inverted flight and me 
kept adding tail weight.  You must remember, to trim for normal upright flight I would have had to use slight up 
elevator, which I zeroed on my TX. Going inverted would result in pitching the nose down and required excessive 
down elevator feeling on the stick to fly level. 



 
Maybe it wasn’t just an incidence problem, so to re-verify the CG without cutting into the Venus to adjust the 
wing/stab incidence differential, I did several tests, several days.  I rolled 45 degrees to see how fast it sank 
horizontally and slight nose heaviness was still indicated.  Yet balance wise my elevator was using little movement at 
about 8 degrees.  Yes, with 8 degrees of up-elevator on low rates I could force a snap with a simple fast up-elevator.  
I’d fly horizontally, pull up 90 degrees and watch the plane roll 45 to 90 degrees going vertical.  Ian Middleton  
suggested, and he was on track, “train your thumbs” not to jam on the controls so quickly.  Good idea and I 
incorporate it now, but I also wanted a little less sensitivity so back to using Bruce’s idea.  I raised the rear of the 
wing 1 degree (I needed 2 degrees ideally but grinding higher in the wing saddle would have overly weakened my 
fuse sides and re-enforcing was overly complicated).  This lessened the divergent of the wing-stab incidences to 1 
degree, about a ½ degree more than I would have preferred.  It snaps far less accidentally so I’m quite happy.   
 
I have left the CG balance point where it was.  For technical details, the CG I arrived at with flight testing is 5 ¼” 
from the leading edge or 33 % MAC.  Recommended CG is 4 5/8” from the leading edge, 5/8” forward to ¼” back, 
max of 27 % MAC.  So I’m back 3/8” or 6 % MAC from their rear-most point.  Was the chase worth it?  You bet!  
And next time I’ll measure the incidence on the stab.  Other major pattern planes only have a 1/3 to ½ degree positive 
incidence on the wing to datum line, 0 degrees on the stab. 

 

Now my plane flies much better, still tracks well but turns on a dime and feels more comfortable with less down 
elevator for normal inverted flight – all essential to my confidence and feel in flying pattern so I can enjoy, enjoy, 
enjoy!  Well, at least ‘til I scare myself, tumble the airplane, sometimes bending it as I gain a new wise insight or 
re-study a lesson the universe sends to me again.  Humbling, challenging, exciting and even scary!  I’m alive at 
something I love.  That’s why I fly Pattern. 
  

 
Last Flight 

-Dave McGowan- 
 
The Thursday night Indoor Fly at the Aviation Museum on Kingsway Avenue continues with a greater selection of 
aircraft than previous years. Every evening there are always new pilots, very appreciative spectators, and new for 
this year, a Squadron of Broncos. Ian Brooks is our facility coordinator and the Indoor Fly is sponsored by Hobby 
Wholesale. Ian puts a lot of his time into making this event happen for so many pilots that we want to ensure he 
knows we are thankful. Next time you see Ian please be sure to pass on your thanks to him and Hobby Wholesale 
for our fun filled evenings. 


