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President’s  Message 
-Brian Bell- 

Hello to All: 
Spring is here and the flying season is rolling along. 
The fields are in great shape and the weather is 
improving. Pylon racing is speeding along on 
Monday nights at the Old Field. It is very exciting to 
watch the races as the pilots perform their circuits to 
see who is the fastest. The racers are always looking 
for volunteers to come out and help with the races. It 
is a great way to get a taste of Pylon racing. Every 
week a lucky volunteer wins a gift certificate to one 
of the local hobby shops as a thank you for helping. 
 
The Wings program is now running Thursday nights 
at the Old Field. Anyone who wants to learn to fly is 
encouraged to come out. Instructors will be there to 
help you get off to a good start in the hobby. We 
also need more volunteers to help the instructors as 
the season gets busier. If you would like to help 
come out on Thursday nights. 
 
An item that was brought to the attention of the 
members at the last meeting was Park flyers and our 
frequency board. If you are flying it is 
MANDATORY that you pin up on the board with 
your frequency. To help with this Iain Middleton 
will be adding five spaces on each field’s board for 
the new 2.4 GHz radios.  
 
Again I would like to remind everyone that we will 
be voting on a fee increase at the May 31, 2006 
General meeting. At the April Executive meeting it 
was decided to ask the membership to vote on a 
$10/year increase in membership dues starting in 
2007. This will raise our yearly membership cost 
from $55 to $65. It is felt that we need to be realistic 
about future operational costs and possibly having to 

 
develop a new field. This still makes us one of the lowest 
cost clubs in the area.  
 
The “Tech Topic’’for the May 31, 2006 meeting is “Show 
& Tell” your new projects. Bring out the project you have 
been working on and tell us about it. It is always great to see 
all the hard work and imagination that go into these 
projects. I would like to encourage you to use our website 
www.ercs.ab.ca. This is a great place to get all the info on 
upcoming events and the latest club news. As always I 
would like to hear from members on any ideas, concerns or 
observations that will keep ERCS as the premiere club in 
the area.  
Regards, Brian Bell   
982-1226 
brianbell2@shaw.ca 

Wanted 
Chronicles & Yarns 

-Dave McGowan-  
The Indoor Flying at the Aviation Museum came to a 
season’s end April 27. Each evening was very well attended 
and equally coordinated by Ian Brooks who also 
spearheaded the Electric Pylon Racing. This new aspect of 
our hobby was the highlight of each evening due to it’s 
entertaining value and the impressive innovation of the 
Pylon Flyers. They are recognized as being the “Pioneers of 
Electric Pylon Racing”. Our complements to Ian, Jack, Jan, 
Ted, and Bruce for their uniqueness and persistence in 
promoting the indoor racing.  
That same week was the start of the Spring Pylon Racing at 
the ERCS field on 167 Avenue. There was a very good 
turnout of pilots and helpers which is so gratifying to the 
organizers of this sport. I flew my first Pylon race that week 
and was quickly rewarded with delight from the “shear 
excitement” of go fast and turn left. Pylon pilots may 
accumulate individual scores from each race but this 
happens only through a cohesive team effort from all flyers. 
I know I will enjoy being a part of the Pylon community. 
What hobby interests are new for you this year or perhaps 
what form of flying intrigues you and now this is your style. 
Every aircraft, pilot and their equipment have something 
unique about them that would benefit others. Please 
enlighten us with your Chronicles & Yarns! My E-mail 
address is davemcgowan@shaw.ca and my home number is 
455-0598. 
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Minutes of ERCS General Meeting   April 26, 2006 
-Don Miller- 

Meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM.  
 
Bruce Perry gave the technical presentation on the transferability of Radio Control construction techniques used 
in control line aircraft. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as presented. Moved by Duke Aulenback and seconded by 
Bill Derksen. 

 
Committee Reports: 
·  Sport/Combat- The spring combat event has been added to the list of ERCS event.  The date is May 28. 
·  Noise, Safety and Frequency- Questions were raised about the regulations involving use of the 2.4 GHz 

radios.  Information will be presented at the May meeting.  All flyers must indicate which frequency they 
are using by proper use of the frequency board.  This includes people using 27 MHz, 49 MHz, 50 MHz, 53 
MHz, 72 MHz and 2.4 GHz. 

·  Wings Program- There were 10 people at the ground school on Saturday, April 22.  Training will begin 
Thursday weather permitting. 

·  Pattern- No report. 
·  Newsletter- The members were reminded that starting in 2007, the newsletter will be available only by E-

mail. 
·  Pylon- The first race had 9 pilots including 3 new racers and 2 from Calgary. Allan Wesley won the gift 

certificate. 
·  Scale- The Scale Masters event will have static judging on Friday June 23 and flying June 24 and 25.  The 

classes will be fun scale, sport scale, team scale and expert.  The next Scale meeting is May 10, 7:30 PM at 
the home of Don Perry. 

·  Membership- Al McGillis reported that the club now has about 80 members.  
 

New Business: 
·  It was requested that the Airshow include a collection for the food bank this year.  The organizers (Al 

McGillis and Don Miller) will consider. 
·  There will be a vote at the May meeting to raise the membership fees to $65. 
·  The spring cleanup event was cancelled. 
 
Other Business:�
·  The Airfest event at the Hangar on Kingsway will now be held on July 2 vice Father’s Day. ERCS will 

provide a static display only. Bill Derksen is the organizer. 
·  It was agreed that Brad Lourie could organize a field trip to the field for children from the army base. 
·  Next month the Tech Talk is a “Show and Tell” of your winter projects. 
·  There will be a rollout of a non-flying Curtis Special at the hangar on Kingsway on July 9. 
·  There will be a full-size Airshow in Wetaskiwin this summer. Date unknown at this time. 

It was moved by Bill Derksen and seconded by Dave Kachorowski that the meeting be adjourned at 9:01 PM. 
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Next General Meeting May 31, 2006 @ 7:00PM Victoria Soccer Club on 142 Street 
3 Blocks North of  137 Avenue 

 



 

THE EDMONTON RADIO CONTROL SOCIETY   SPRING PYLON R ACE SERIES 

Quickie 500 Rules & Regulations 
-Peter Cary- 

GENERAL: 
The basic Intent of these rules is to produce a group of "500” class racers that are as close in performance as possible. 
The object of the Pylon Race Series is to stage a closely contested race which is NOT dependent on aircraft 
performance.  Any violation of these rules may be cause for immediate disqualification by the Contest Director.  Any 
unsportsmanlike conduct or repeated hazardous flying shall be cause for immediate disqualification by the Contest 
Director.  Consideration for the safety of spectators, contest personnel and contestants shall take precedence over ALL 
OTHER INTERESTS. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: 
All paid up ERCS members are eligible.  Members of other MAAC affiliated clubs are also eligible, providing they 
produce proof of membership and MAAC insurance. 
 
MODEL AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS: 
The Intent of these specifications is to equalize aircraft performance by standardizing basic design limits and engine 
parameters.  Innovation in layout and design is encouraged within these design limits, as long as there are no 
performance enhancing features. 
 
ENGINE: 
Engines allowed for this series are selected at an annual meeting of the participants in the series.  The following table 
lists the eligible engines. These engines may not be modified except as noted below.  If the modification is not listed it 
is not allowed.  They must operate as a true glow plug engine with no external energy source during flight.  No fuel 
pumps of any type will be allowed.  The engines are to be equipped with a stock, unmodified muffler. (Please note: 
modifications to the MOUNTING of the stock muffler may be allowed at the discretion of the Contest Director).  
Normal muffler pressure to the fuel tank is permissible.  Noise rule of 97 db at 3 meters will apply for all aircraft.  In 
cases where the muffler is not capable of operating at the required noise level, it may be modified or replaced to reduce 
the noise, but not to modify the performance of the engine.  No “Tunable” exhaust systems will be allowed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTS INTERCHANGEABILITY: 
All interchange of parts from one engine type to another must be from one eligible engine to another.  No parts from 
ineligible engines will be allowed.  Internal parts (within the crankcase) may not be exchanged and must be from the 
OEM supplier, with the exception of Bearings, screws and gaskets, which may be from any supplier. External parts (ie. 
Muffler and Carburetor) may be interchanged between any of the eligible engines. 
 
AIRFRAME GENERAL: 
The airplane must use four channels operating throttle, elevator, rudder and aileron functions. 

OS Max .35 FP 
OS MAX-.40 FP  
Magnum .40 GP 
FOX.40 Std. (lapped 
piston). 
LUX .40 Std 
(Including all other OS 
.40 SF clones) 
OS .40 SF 
Webra Silverline .40 
MDS .40 

New engines approved 2002 
 
GMS .40 / GMS 2000 .40 
Thunder Tiger .40 Pro 
 
OS .40 FSR and all clones  
(two piece crankcase) 
 

 



 
PROPELLOR: 
Only the following propellers are allowed: Master Airscrew 9x6 or 9.5x6 or 10x6 or Scimitar 9x7, Zinger 8.5x7 or 9x7,  
APC 9x6 or 9x7 or 9x8 (C-2 Series only), .  Only one blade shall be sanded FOR PURPOSES OF BALANCING only. 
 
FUSELAGE: 
The fuselage shall be rectangular in cross section with no more than 1/4 inch radius on any corner.  The firewall shall 
be a flat plate of no less than 2.25 x 2.25 inches.  There shall be no cowling of the engine or mounts.  No wing fillets 
are allowed. 
 
WING: 
The minimum wing area is 500 square inches, the thickness shall be a minimum of 11.25 percent of the wing chord.  
For example, with a 10 Inch chord, the thickness should be 1 1/8 inches.  The wing must be of constant chord and 
constant thickness; no tapers of any type shall be allowed.  If covering on a built up wing sags to less than legal 
thickness it will be considered illegal. 
 
LANDING GEAR: 
The main gear of the aircraft shall have no less than two wheels measuring minimum 2.25 Inches diameter.  Landing 
gear shall be of conventional tricycle, or conventional mains / tail wheel / skid design, using commercial wheels.  Main 
wheels must be at least 8 Inches apart measured parallel to the wingspan.  No wheel pants of any kind are allowed. 

AIRCRAFT WEIGHT: 
Minimum aircraft weight shall be 3.5 lbs measured immediately after any heat.  WINNERS OF ALL HEATS WILL 
BE WEIGHED immediately after the heat at the discretion of the CD.  The onus is upon the contestant to ensure that 
the winning aircraft has been weighed.  Failure to do so may cause the contestant to lose his score for that heat, at the 
discretion of the Contest Director. 

PROTESTS: 
All protests are to be directed to the Contest Director or his appointed replacement, within 10 minutes of the last heat of 
that evening's racing.  All protests must be presented in written form.  ABOVE ALL, THE PROTESTOR'S 
CONFIDENTIALITY WILL BE RESPECTED by the Contest Director.  The Contest Director or appointed official 
MAY call upon any or all racers for verbal discussion.  In the event of an engine protest, the written protest must be 
accompanied by a $25.00 payment.  If no "alterations" are determined to be present on the suspect engine, the owner 
will receive the $25.00 fee.  If the protest stands, the protester is returned his money, and the protested fliers rounds are 
scored zero for that evening.  All decisions made by the contest director are FINAL AND BINDING. 

 
RACE PROCEDURES: 
Each night, a frequency matrix will be drawn up to put flyers into heats of as many airplanes as possible (up to 4 per 
heat).  A maximum of three rounds of racing will be conducted per night. The matrix will be created at random for each 
night of racing. The race is a standing start, 10 lap, heat racing format, around a triangular shaped course.  The course 
will be the same each week and will not vary except for wind conditions.  To keep the planes spaced during takeoff, the 
starter will wave his flag twice.  Lanes 1 and 3 will launch on the first flag, lanes 2 and 4 will launch on the second.  All 
lanes will be timed from the first flag.  The starter is the final authority over race procedure violations. 
 
FUEL: 
Fuel for the heats will be supplied by the Contest Director.  The brand of fuel used will most likely be XP-5.  
Contestants must race with the supplied fuel. 
 
SCORING: 
Points will be scored in each heat based on finishing position in that heat.  First place score 4 points, second place 
scores 3 points, third place scores 2 points, forth place scores 1 point.  A pilot that fails to finish a heat scores no points, 
with the following exception:  Planes that collide with each other in mid-air will each receive 1 point.  (Mid air 
collisions with the ground or anything touching the ground do not qualify for the exception.)  Scores will be tallied and  



 
adjusted as the season goes on.  Each pilot will use his best set of scores based on 75% of the total number of rounds 
flown.  IE, if 12 rounds of racing have been flown, each pilots best 9 scores count toward the championship.  Ties will 
be broken by each pilot’s fastest time. 
 
OFFICIALS: 
In order to run a successful race series, a number of officials are required.  These range from starter to lapcounter / 
timers and pylon judges.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN RACING BUT DON’T FEEL READY FOR IT, COME 
OUT AND HELP OUT.  YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AND VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 
 
OTHER: 
Safety is paramount and any pilot who feels that he is getting into trouble during a race can have a seasoned pilot take 
over for him, kind of like an instructor pilot.  The best part of all is the beer and pizza at the end of the night where the 
nights races are re-flown with increasing shoulda / coulda / woulda! 
For more information call: John Gemmell 456-8377 druce@shaw.ca or Peter Cary  486-2278   petercflyer@shaw.ca 
 

 
The Q500 Pylon Racers are all smiles after their first race 
of the season.  

 
Bob Wonitoy makes a return to Pylon Racing after a 
lengthy hiatus and with his personal caller Cheryl.  

 

 
 

The “Pioneers” of Indoor Pylon Racing 
at season’s end. From left to right are 
Bruce, Ian, Ted, Jan and Jack. 
After the final points were tallied, the 
beautiful, handcrafted first place 
trophy went to Ian Brooks. 



 
Last Flight 

-Dave McGowan- 
 

Getting More Out of Your Flying Part 3.  
Last month my emphasizes was on ensuring that your plane was properly balanced and trimmed. Then I 
addressed the importance of flying straight and level flight and incorporating the Half Reverse Cuban Eight as a 
turnaround maneuver. It’s one thing to perform a maneuver anywhere 
with in your provided airspace but ideally you should perform all your 
maneuvers within an aerobatic box. This is defined as 60 degrees left and 
right of the pilot's position, and 60 degrees elevation. Flight line distance 
is recommended to be 492 feet. For these practice sessions, remember, 
some maneuvers are completed in the center and some are done on the 
ends known as up wind and down wind maneuvers. Fly the plane from 
one end to the other with a centering maneuver, keeping out the 
recommended distance and stay within the 60 degree limit. The track you follow is a line and thus the term 
“Come Fly the Line”. Find some land marks in the distance and use them to center your maneuvers. Also, use 
some landmarks or trees to mark the 60 deg lines which are considered the ends of your box as you do not want 
to perform the turnaround maneuvers past the 60 deg marks. Work on positioning while practicing your 
maneuvers and soon you will enjoy the competitive camaraderie that goes with disciplined flying. 
 
 
 

 

FIELD SETUP 
Turn around flight is performed in a box, which is approximately 1,704 
feet wide and 492 feet deep. It is a good idea to mark the two lines running at 
60 degrees from the apex in a contrasting colour to allow the pilot, who stands 
at the apex, the ability to visualize the edges of the box. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

60 degree angle 

Pilot position 
 

492 feet deep 
 

1704 feet wide 
 


