
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
President’s Message 

-Brian Bell- 
Hello All: 
 
It looks like winter is here to stay. For me it is the season to start new projects and more importantly finish old ones. I 
think I will try some winter flying this year. I have purchased a set of skis for my LT-40 and I am looking forward to 
giving it a try. 
 
Our annual Swap meet was held November 4, 2006. We had a large turnout and raised over $500.00 for the club. As in 
years past we had members from many other clubs attend. It was a great opportunity for many friends to get together 
and swap stories as well as Airplanes. I would like to thank all the people who helped out with the event. Without their 
help this event would not be possible. 
 
ERCS elections are coming up quick. We will be holding our annual ERCS Executive elections at the November 29, 
2006 General meeting. If you would like to become more involved in your club this is a great opportunity to run for a 
position. If running for a position is more than what you want; please come out and vote so your voice will be heard. 
 
2006 has been a great year for ERCS. We have had many successful events and contests. On behalf of everyone in 
ERCS, I would like to thank the Contest Directors, helpers and participants who made these events exciting and fun. 
 
As always I encourage all feedback that will continue to keep ERCS as the Premiere club in our area. Contact me 
directly with any ideas or concerns. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season. 
 
Brian Bell 
brianbell2@shaw.ca 
780-982-1226 
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Minutes of ERCS General Meeting October 25, 2006 
-Don Miller- 

 
Bill Derksen called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  
 
It was moved by Duke Aulenback and seconded by Dave McGowan that the tech talk be held at the end of the 
meeting.  Carried 
 
Chris Chodan from the Canadian military presented Peter Cary with a plaque in recognition of his efforts in building 
and operating an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) for use on maneuvers. Visitors Don Fermanger from the Meridian 
club in Stoney Plain and Phil Vere were introduced. The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as presented.  
Moved by Brad Lourie and seconded by Ed Zeschuk.  Congratulations were extended to Dave McGowan for the 
excellent October newsletter. 
 
Committee Reports:  
·  Pattern - Congratulations to Al Wesley, who competed in 5 contests (Calgary, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Saskatoon, 

and Chiliwack) and won 4 of the 5.  The pattern display case from the field has been stored for the winter. 
·  Newsletter - Dave McGowan congratulated Peter Cary and Chris Embree for their timely reports with pictures of 

events this fall.  Peter reported on the fall float fly at Clear Lake and Chris organized and reported on the first 
annual ERCS electric fun fly. 

·  Membership - Neil Hansen reported that the club now has 128 members, 17 new this year.  Applications for 
membership for 2007 will be accepted at the November meeting. 

·  Website - Dave Corscadden again asked for submissions, articles and pictures for inclusion on the website.  He 
also reported that a spammer is using “ercs.ab.ca” to distribute spam. 

 
New Business: 
·  MAAC has sanctioned the new Lafarge field.  Bruce Bender will attend the November executive meeting on 

November 7 to get the necessary signatures on the lease. 
·  The swap meet will be held on Saturday November 4 at the Balwin Hall (12904 - 74 Street).  Helpers are required 

to set up at 9:00 AM. 
·  The ERCS election will be held at the November meeting (Nov 29).  Ed Zeschuk and Don Miller will be the 

nominating committee. 
·  The members were reminded of the garage sale at Sunrise Hobbies on October 26, 27, and 28. 
·  Indoor flying starts Thursday November 2 at the Hangar on Kingsway.  The hours are 7:00 to 10:00 pm on 

Thursdays and the cost is $6 per night. 
 
Tech Talk��
Dave Corscadden and Peter Cary brought some of their indoor aircraft.  Peter brought his “Blimpie”, an inflatable 
aircraft that he has modified to fly indoors.  Dave brought two electric jets and a fat Bronco that he will be flying this 
indoor season.  He also demonstrated his technique of bending an airfoil shape into the flat depron panels.  The 
members expressed much interest in the designs.  

Other Business: 
·  The lucky winners of the draw were Bill Russell, Brad Lourie, and Al Robertson. 

 
It was moved by Dave Kachorowski and seconded by Dave Thurston that the meeting be adjourned at 7:42.  Carried. 

 



New Field Update 
-Bruce Bender- 

 
During the week of Nov. 13th , Brian Bell president of ERCS, has signed a 5 year lease agreement with Lafarge North 
America for a new model field for the Edmonton Radio Control Society. This is the culmination of 7 months work on 
the part of the Field Search Committee formed in March of this year. The committee consisted of the following 
members of the club, Len Boisvert, Ian Middleton, Bob Wonitoy and Bruce Bender. The committee also received a 
great deal of invaluable help from Al Robertson and his business partner in establishing a relationship with Lafarge. 
 
While the future is hard to predict, the 5 year term of this lease agreement could easily go as long as 15 to 20 years. 
The Lafarge representatives have indicated that they expect that their operations on this site could go this long at the 
present rate of gravel mining. Provided our relationship with them is satisfactory, they see no reason that the club 
could not be on this site for as long as they operate the site. 
 
The new field meets and exceeds all of the criteria for a new field established by the committee. It will allow the club 
to construct a north-south runway, an east-west runway and one that runs northwest-southeast. The runways can all be 
200 feet wide and over 600 feet along with ample area left for parking or other activities. The over-fly area is open and 
free of any obstacles and is presently a hay field. This location should be able to accommodate all types of RC flying 
activities for many years. If developed properly, the site could be the envy of all RC flying clubs in Canada. 
Development could include paved runways, a club house with equipment storage, and camping areas with trees. All it 
would take is money and a commitment by the club to go this route. 
 
It is located in the center of a ¼ section of property that is an active gravel pit operated by Lafarge. The actual 13 acre 
site, which will be used by the club, has been reclaimed as farm land. It will require some minor grading before 
seeding. Adjacent to the site, are two large ponds which can be used to irrigate the site if required. The development 
costs, if the runways are grassed, are not expected to be onerous. Lafarge has generously offered to help as much as 
they are able and have to this point marked the field boundaries and rough graded a road to the site. They had planned 
to grade the runways and gravel the roadway, but the snow arrived before this could be accomplished. 
 
When will the site be available? Considering that it usually takes a year to establish a grass  area, likely not until 2008. 
This might be just about the right timing with the potential loss of the Clover Bar site. 
 
Included is an aerial photo of the site outlining the field boundaries and the roadway.  For those wishing to go and 
view the location, it is located on Township Road 540 directly north of Legends Golf Course. One way to get to the 
site is to take HWY 21 north from the Yellow Head until you see the sign for Legends Golf Course. Head west for 
approximately 2 miles and it will be on the north side of the road. Do not go on the site. It is an active open pit mine 
and we need to notify Lafarge that we wish to access the area for safety reasons. This will no longer be necessary once 
our roadway and gate are established. 
 
Now the real work begins. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next General Meeting 
November 29, 2006  @ 7:00PM 
Victoria Soccer Club on 142 St. 
3 Blocks North of 137 Avenue 

The January Newsletter 
Submission DEADLINE is: 

January 19, 2007 

 



Tech Talk - Winterize Your Batteries 
-Peter Cary- 

 
From Greg Doster extracted with Permission from Red Scholefield’s  

”The Battery Clinic” in Nov. 2005 “Model Aviation” 

Whether going into storage or coming out of a hot summer with little activity, your packs need some attention. For us 
that are lucky to have a nice cool building season it's time to put your transmitter and receiver packs into hibernation. 
Remove them from the model and the transmitter and place them in a cool place. Like the refrigerator. If your packs 
are left in the aircraft or transmitter and they develop a short, it can leak and ruin the transmitter as electrolyte creeps 
along the wire to the pc board. Receiver wiring can also get the "black wire disease"(see below) turning the switch and 
leads into high resistance paths which can ruin your whole day.  

The state of the charge doesn't matter when you put them away as you are going to take care of that next spring. 
However, this is a good time to cycle the packs and note the capacity so you can compare the capacity next spring to 
assure that all is well.  

Black wire syndrome: 
 Black wire syndrome is an occurrence in battery packs (Ni-Cds or NiMH) where the negative wire becomes corroded 
(turns from shiny copper to blue black). This is a result of either a shorted cell in the pack, the normal wear-out failure 
mode of Ni-Cd / NiMH, or cell reversal when a pack is left under load for an extended period.  

 The sealing mechanism of a cell depends to some degree on maintaining a potential across the seal interface. Once 
this potential goes to zero, the cell undergoes what is known as creep leakage.  

 "With other cells in the pack, at some potential above zero the leakage (electrolyte) is 'driven' along the negative lead. 
It can travel for some distance, making the wire impossible to solder and at the same time greatly reducing it's ability 
to carry current and, even worse, making the wire somewhat brittle.  

 "A switch left on in an airplane or transmitter for several months can cause this creepage to go all the way to the 
switch itself, destroying the battery lead as well as the switch harness. There is no cure. The effected lead, connector, 
and switch harness must be replaced.  

 "This leakage creep takes time, so periodic inspection of the packs, making sure that there are no shorted cells, 
ensures against the problem. The cells should also be inspected for any evidence of white powder (electrolyte mixed 
with carbon dioxide in the air to form potassium carbonate). In humid conditions this can revert back to mobile 
electrolyte, free to creep along the negative lead.  

  "Some 'salting,' as this white powder is referred to, does not necessarily mean that the cell has leaked. There may 
have been some slight amount of residual electrolyte left on the cell during the manufacturing process. This can be 
removed with simple household vinegar and then washed with water, after which it is dried by applying a little warmth 
from your heat gun."  

   It is also important to note that the electrolyte in Lithium batteries does not seem to be corrosive to copper.  
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Last Flight 
-Dave McGowan-  

 
The Edmonton Radio Control Society has again out done itself in organizing numerous events this past flying season. 
Every activity we host is an opportunity to meet new friends, renew acquaintances and learn more about our hobby. 
And while doing so have a lot of fun! If not for the time and effort of all the event organizers ERCS would be just 
another R/C Flying Club of which we are not. As a reminder to all I have compiled a list of ERCS 2006 events and ask 
that the next time you see your event organizers please give them another friendly thanks.  
 
 

ERCS 2006 Related Events 
 

Frozen Finger Fun Fly Tofield Miniature Aircraft Display & Fun Fly 
Ground School Western Canadian Pattern Championships 
Pylon Racing ERCS Air Show 
Spring Combat Electric Fun Fly 
Paddle River Spring Float Fly Fall Combat 
Pizza Box Flying Paddle River Fall Float Fly 
Alberta Scale Masters ERCS Swap Meet 
Western Canada Float Fly Classic  
  
 
 
 

 
Western Canadian Pattern Championships - Pilots 

 
Pizza Box Flyers - Glen Willard and Dave McGowan 

 
Pylon Racing - Bob Wonitoy won Top Rookie 

 
The Electric Fun Fly will become an Annual Event 


