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Winter is finally upon us and time to deck the halls, 

celebrate the holidays and get to building that new air-

plane to show off at the field in the spring.  

This is my last issue and we’re still looking for some-

one to produce the Newsletter.  If you’re interested, 

give Rick Zap a call and let him know.  
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Upcoming Events 

No General Meeting in December 

01 Jan, 2010 - Frozen Finger Fun            

          Fly Clover Bar Field 

29 Jan, 2014 - January General   

          Meeting 

26 Feb, 2014 - February General   

          Meeting 



ble spot; if you know of a gym 

or a building that is suitable 

and available for indoor flying, 

please contact us, there a lot 

of us that wish to continue to 

fly during the winter months 

(inside where it is warm). 

Don't rule out the field during 

the winter, if there is good 

weather, a few of us diehards 

we’ll be at the there if the 

snow will let us in????    

See you at the frozen finger 
fun fly Jan. 1st.  

Other than that I would like to 

As I recall the last msg I sent 

out was when it first started 

snowing in October, to me it 

hasn’t stopped. I guess that 

means that normal summer-

time flying has really ended 

for 2013. Building season (or 

repair season as it is for some) 

has started, and I’ve got a lot 

to repair, hopefully you don’t. 

As our normal flying season 

comes to a close, indoor has 

started. We have a challenge 

to an extent with the air muse-

um not be the venue this year, 

but we are still looking a via-
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A WORD FROM THE PREZ…  

thank all the volunteers for 
this past year, your help added 
to the success to all our events 
right up and including the 
Auction, which was huge to 
the club. And to the efforts of 
the executive with their time 
and ideas that made 2013 a 
great year for flying at Bremn-
er. See you at the Nov. meet-
ing.  

 

Rick Zaplachinski 

     NEXT MEETING  

Next meeting will be held 

Wednesday 27 Nov, 2013 

at the Victoria Soccer Club 

Meeting to start at 7PM 

On the Agenda 

Committee Reports 

Club Elections 



 

ERCS, when he sent ERCS, when he sent ERCS, when he sent 
the email. We do not the email. We do not the email. We do not 
believe that the indi-believe that the indi-believe that the indi-
vidual was pointing at vidual was pointing at vidual was pointing at 
our club with his com-our club with his com-our club with his com-
ments. It appears that ments. It appears that ments. It appears that 
he responded to ALL he responded to ALL he responded to ALL 
on an email that just on an email that just on an email that just 
happen to have a lot of happen to have a lot of happen to have a lot of 
our email addresses in our email addresses in our email addresses in 

   The 23rd of November The 23rd of November The 23rd of November 
a lot of us received an a lot of us received an a lot of us received an 
email from what email from what email from what 
seemed a disgruntled seemed a disgruntled seemed a disgruntled 
member. member. member.    

We would like to in-We would like to in-We would like to in-
form the membership form the membership form the membership 
for clarity sake, that for clarity sake, that for clarity sake, that 
the sender is or was not the sender is or was not the sender is or was not 
a member of our club, a member of our club, a member of our club, 

it.  (Now you know it.  (Now you know it.  (Now you know 
why I use the BCC why I use the BCC why I use the BCC 
when sending the when sending the when sending the 
Newsletter.)Newsletter.)Newsletter.)   

Hopefully this clears Hopefully this clears Hopefully this clears 
things up for everyone.things up for everyone.things up for everyone. 
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Clarification of an Email 

Looking at the forum and my email bin, it appears that there isn’t Looking at the forum and my email bin, it appears that there isn’t Looking at the forum and my email bin, it appears that there isn’t 
much going on, so I would like to wish everyone the Best of the Holi-much going on, so I would like to wish everyone the Best of the Holi-much going on, so I would like to wish everyone the Best of the Holi-
days and wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year.days and wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year.days and wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year.   
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 Minutes of ERCS General Meeting  

October 30, 2013 

Rick Zaplachinski called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM at the Victoria Soccer Club. 

Guest Peter Wakefield was introduced. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were presented and accepted.  Moved by Deryl Kartz and seconded by 
Brad Lourie. 

Committee Reports 

1. Field Maintenance: Access road is still flooded.  Power will stay on until field becomes impassable. 

2. Noise and Safety: Nothing new to report. 

3. Wings: Don Miller is working with one pilot. 

4. Newsletter: Brad Lourie has forwarded the October issue.  Brad will be retiring as newsletter editor at 
the end of next month – volunteers? 

5. Pattern: Nothing new to report. 

6. Pylon: Nothing new to report. 

7. Sport/Combat: Scale: Nothing new to report. 

8. Membership: Al McGillis reported the club has 110 members. 

9. Web Site: Nothing new to report.  A noted issue is the forum and classifieds are locked and open only 
to registered members. 

10. Float flying: Clear Lake event had a fabulous weekend. 

11. Jets: Nothing new to report. 

Old Business 

1. Auction: Some $4,500 was made at the October 26 auction.  Donations were about 
half of the amount.  There were 89 registered bidders.  Thanks to the many vol-
unteers. 

2. By-Laws Change: Notice of motion “That the By-Laws item Secretary 2.6 duties be 
amended to read as published.”  It was moved by Dave Thurston and seconded by Don 
Spence.  No discussion – carried.  Dave will submit the changes to the Corporate Registry. 

3. Field Access: Ensure the Lafarge gate is locked to lock not locked to chain. 

 New Business 

1. No new business.  Reminder – next General Meeting is Executive elections. 

Other Business  

1. No other business 

Tech Talk 

1. General Discussion: On winterizing planes, equipment, batteries and electronics 

      It was moved by Rick Zap that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30PM.  Carried. 

The ERCS News 
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B-17 Story-Amazing!      Submitted by Rick Wieringa 

BBB---17 "All American" 17 "All American" 17 "All American" 

(414th Squadron, 97BG) (414th Squadron, 97BG) (414th Squadron, 97BG)    

CrewCrewCrew   

PilotPilotPilot---   Ken Bragg Jr.Ken Bragg Jr.Ken Bragg Jr.   

CopilotCopilotCopilot---   G. Boyd Jr.G. Boyd Jr.G. Boyd Jr.   

NavigatorNavigatorNavigator---   Harry C. Harry C. Harry C. 

NuessleNuessleNuessle   

BombardierBombardierBombardier---   Ralph Bur-Ralph Bur-Ralph Bur-

bridgebridgebridge   

EngineerEngineerEngineer---   Joe C. JamesJoe C. JamesJoe C. James   

Radio OperatorRadio OperatorRadio Operator---   Paul A. Paul A. Paul A. 

GallowayGallowayGalloway   

Ball Turret GunnerBall Turret GunnerBall Turret Gunner- El-El-El-

ton Condaton Condaton Conda   

Waist GunnerWaist GunnerWaist Gunner---   Michael Michael Michael 

ZukZukZuk   

Tail GunnerTail GunnerTail Gunner---   Sam T. Sar-Sam T. Sar-Sam T. Sar-

poluspoluspolus   

Ground Crew ChiefGround Crew ChiefGround Crew Chief---   

Hank HylandHank HylandHank Hyland   
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descent into the rear descent into the rear descent into the rear 
of the fuselage of a of the fuselage of a of the fuselage of a 
Fortress named "All Fortress named "All Fortress named "All 
American", piloted by American", piloted by American", piloted by 
Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, 
of the 414th Bomb of the 414th Bomb of the 414th Bomb 
Squadron. When it Squadron. When it Squadron. When it 
struck, the fighter struck, the fighter struck, the fighter 
broke apart, but left broke apart, but left broke apart, but left 
some pieces in the Bsome pieces in the Bsome pieces in the B---
17. The left horizontal 17. The left horizontal 17. The left horizontal 
stabilizer of the For-stabilizer of the For-stabilizer of the For-
tress and left elevator tress and left elevator tress and left elevator 
were completely torn were completely torn were completely torn 
away. The two right away. The two right away. The two right 
engines were out and engines were out and engines were out and 

In 1943 a midIn 1943 a midIn 1943 a mid---air colli-air colli-air colli-
sion on February 1, sion on February 1, sion on February 1, 
1943, between a B1943, between a B1943, between a B---17 17 17 
and a German fighter and a German fighter and a German fighter 
over theover theover the      
Tunis dock area, be-Tunis dock area, be-Tunis dock area, be-
came the subject of came the subject of came the subject of 
one of the most fa-one of the most fa-one of the most fa-
mous photographs of mous photographs of mous photographs of 
WW II. An enemy WW II. An enemy WW II. An enemy 
fighter attacking a fighter attacking a fighter attacking a 
97th Bomb Group for-97th Bomb Group for-97th Bomb Group for-
mation went out of mation went out of mation went out of 
control, probably with control, probably with control, probably with 
a wounded pilot, then a wounded pilot, then a wounded pilot, then 
continued its crashing continued its crashing continued its crashing 

one on the left had a one on the left had a one on the left had a 
serious oil pump leak. serious oil pump leak. serious oil pump leak. 
The vertical fin and The vertical fin and The vertical fin and 
the rudder had been the rudder had been the rudder had been 
damaged, the fuselage damaged, the fuselage damaged, the fuselage 
had been cut almost had been cut almost had been cut almost 
completely through completely through completely through 
connected only at two connected only at two connected only at two 
small parts of the small parts of the small parts of the 
frame, and the radios, frame, and the radios, frame, and the radios, 
electrical and oxygen electrical and oxygen electrical and oxygen 
systems were dam-systems were dam-systems were dam-
aged. There was also aged. There was also aged. There was also a a a 
hole in the top that hole in the top that hole in the top that 
was over 16 feet long was over 16 feet long was over 16 feet long 
and 4 feet wide at its and 4 feet wide at its and 4 feet wide at its 
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The tail gunner was The tail gunner was The tail gunner was 
trapped because there trapped because there trapped because there 
was no floor connect-was no floor connect-was no floor connect-
ing the tail to the rest ing the tail to the rest ing the tail to the rest 
of the plane. The waist of the plane. The waist of the plane. The waist 
and tail gunners used and tail gunners used and tail gunners used 
parts of the German parts of the German parts of the German 
fighter and their own fighter and their own fighter and their own 
parachute harnesses in parachute harnesses in parachute harnesses in 
an attempt to keep the an attempt to keep the an attempt to keep the 
tail from ripping off tail from ripping off tail from ripping off 
and the two sides of and the two sides of and the two sides of 

widest;widest;widest;   
the split in the fuse-the split in the fuse-the split in the fuse-
lage went all the way lage went all the way lage went all the way 
to the top gunner's to the top gunner's to the top gunner's 
turret.turret.turret.   

Although the tail actu-Although the tail actu-Although the tail actu-
ally bounced and ally bounced and ally bounced and 
swayed in the wind swayed in the wind swayed in the wind 
and twisted when the and twisted when the and twisted when the 
plane turned and all plane turned and all plane turned and all 
the control cables were the control cables were the control cables were 
severed, except one severed, except one severed, except one 
single elevator cable single elevator cable single elevator cable 
still worked, and the still worked, and the still worked, and the 
aircraft miraculously aircraft miraculously aircraft miraculously 
still flew!still flew!still flew!   

the fuselage from the fuselage from the fuselage from 
splitting apart.splitting apart.splitting apart.      
   
While the crew was While the crew was While the crew was 
trying to keep the trying to keep the trying to keep the 
bomber from coming bomber from coming bomber from coming 
apart, the pilot con-apart, the pilot con-apart, the pilot con-
tinued on his bomb tinued on his bomb tinued on his bomb 
run and released his run and released his run and released his 
bombs over the tar-bombs over the tar-bombs over the tar-
get.get.get.   

When the bomb bay When the bomb bay When the bomb bay    



Page 8 The ERCS News 

bility to the tail sec-bility to the tail sec-bility to the tail sec-
tion, so he went back tion, so he went back tion, so he went back 
to his position.to his position.to his position.      The The The 
turn back toward Eng-turn back toward Eng-turn back toward Eng-
land had to be very land had to be very land had to be very 
slow to keep the tail slow to keep the tail slow to keep the tail 
from twisting off. They from twisting off. They from twisting off. They 
actually covered al-actually covered al-actually covered al-
most 70 miles to make most 70 miles to make most 70 miles to make 
the turn home. The the turn home. The the turn home. The 
bomber was so badly bomber was so badly bomber was so badly 
damaged that it was damaged that it was damaged that it was 
losing altitude and losing altitude and losing altitude and 
speed and was soon speed and was soon speed and was soon 
alone in the sky.alone in the sky.alone in the sky.      
For a brief time, two For a brief time, two For a brief time, two 
more Memore Memore Me---109 German 109 German 109 German 
fighters attacked the fighters attacked the fighters attacked the 

doors were opened, doors were opened, doors were opened, 
the wind turbulence the wind turbulence the wind turbulence 
was so great that it was so great that it was so great that it 
blew one of the waist blew one of the waist blew one of the waist 
gunners into the bro-gunners into the bro-gunners into the bro-
ken tail section. It took ken tail section. It took ken tail section. It took 
several minutes and several minutes and several minutes and 
four crew members to four crew members to four crew members to 
pass him ropes from pass him ropes from pass him ropes from 
parachutes and haul parachutes and haul parachutes and haul 
him back into the for-him back into the for-him back into the for-
ward part of the plane. ward part of the plane. ward part of the plane. 
When they tried to do When they tried to do When they tried to do 
the same for the tail the same for the tail the same for the tail 
gunner, the tail began gunner, the tail began gunner, the tail began 
flapping so hard that it flapping so hard that it flapping so hard that it 
began to break off. The began to break off. The began to break off. The 
weight of the gunner weight of the gunner weight of the gunner 
was adding some sta-was adding some sta-was adding some sta-

All American. Despite All American. Despite All American. Despite 
the extensive damage, the extensive damage, the extensive damage, 
all of the machine all of the machine all of the machine 
gunners were able to gunners were able to gunners were able to 
respond to these at-respond to these at-respond to these at-
tacks and soon drove tacks and soon drove tacks and soon drove 
off the fighters. The off the fighters. The off the fighters. The 
two waist gunners two waist gunners two waist gunners 
stood up with their stood up with their stood up with their 
heads sticking out heads sticking out heads sticking out 
through the hole in through the hole in through the hole in 
the top of the fuselage the top of the fuselage the top of the fuselage 
to aim and fire their to aim and fire their to aim and fire their 
machine guns. The machine guns. The machine guns. The 
tail gunner had to tail gunner had to tail gunner had to 
shoot in short bursts shoot in short bursts shoot in short bursts 
because the recoil was because the recoil was because the recoil was 
actually causing the actually causing the actually causing the 
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ing hand signals from ing hand signals from ing hand signals from 
Lt. Bragg and relaying Lt. Bragg and relaying Lt. Bragg and relaying 
them to the base. Lt. them to the base. Lt. them to the base. Lt. 
Bragg signaled that 5 Bragg signaled that 5 Bragg signaled that 5 
parachutes and the parachutes and the parachutes and the 
spare had been "used" spare had been "used" spare had been "used" 
so five of the crew so five of the crew so five of the crew 
could not bail out. He could not bail out. He could not bail out. He 
made the decision that made the decision that made the decision that 
if they could not bail if they could not bail if they could not bail 
out safely, then he out safely, then he out safely, then he 
would stay with the would stay with the would stay with the 
plane to land it.plane to land it.plane to land it.      

Two and a half hours Two and a half hours Two and a half hours 
after being hit, the air-after being hit, the air-after being hit, the air-
craft made its final craft made its final craft made its final 
turn to line up with turn to line up with turn to line up with 

plane to turn.plane to turn.plane to turn.      

Allied PAllied PAllied P---51 fighters in-51 fighters in-51 fighters in-
tercepted the All tercepted the All tercepted the All 
American as it crossed American as it crossed American as it crossed 
over the Channel and over the Channel and over the Channel and 
took one of the pic-took one of the pic-took one of the pic-
tures shown. They also tures shown. They also tures shown. They also 
radioed to the base de-radioed to the base de-radioed to the base de-
scribing that the ap-scribing that the ap-scribing that the ap-
pendage was waving pendage was waving pendage was waving 
like a fish tail and that like a fish tail and that like a fish tail and that 
the plane would not the plane would not the plane would not 
make it and to send make it and to send make it and to send 
out boats to rescue the out boats to rescue the out boats to rescue the 
crew when they bailed crew when they bailed crew when they bailed 
out.out.out.      
The fighters stayed The fighters stayed The fighters stayed 
with the Fortress, tak-with the Fortress, tak-with the Fortress, tak-

the runway while it the runway while it the runway while it 
was still over 40 miles was still over 40 miles was still over 40 miles 
away. It descended in-away. It descended in-away. It descended in-
to an emergency land-to an emergency land-to an emergency land-
ing and a normal rolling and a normal rolling and a normal roll---
out on its landing out on its landing out on its landing 
gear.gear.gear.   

When the ambulance When the ambulance When the ambulance 
pulled alongside, it pulled alongside, it pulled alongside, it 
was waved off be-was waved off be-was waved off be-
cause not a single cause not a single cause not a single 
member of the crew member of the crew member of the crew 
had been injured. No had been injured. No had been injured. No 
one could believe that one could believe that one could believe that 
the aircraft could still the aircraft could still the aircraft could still 
fly in suchfly in suchfly in such a condi-a condi-a condi-
tion. The Fortress sat tion. The Fortress sat tion. The Fortress sat 
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placidly until the crew placidly until the crew placidly until the crew 
all exited through the all exited through the all exited through the 
door in the fuselage door in the fuselage door in the fuselage 
and the tail gunner and the tail gunner and the tail gunner 
had climbed down a had climbed down a had climbed down a 
ladder, at which time ladder, at which time ladder, at which time 
the entire rear section the entire rear section the entire rear section 
of the aircraft col-of the aircraft col-of the aircraft col-
lapsed.lapsed.lapsed.      

   

This old bird had done This old bird had done This old bird had done 
its job and brought the its job and brought the its job and brought the 
entire crew home un-entire crew home un-entire crew home un-
injured.injured.injured.      



Your club executive for 2013 

(as elected at the November 2012 General Meet-

ing)  

President – Rick Zaplachinski 

Vice President – Todd Tate 

Secretary – Dave Thurston 

Treasurer – Brian Bell  

Director –  Al Robertson 

Director – Bob Wonitoy 

Director – Len Boisvert  

Director – Rick Wieringa 

Director – Ron Passmore 

Primary Business Address 

Email: rzap@telusplanet.net 
(780) 457-9000 
  

the edmonton radio 

control society 
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WWW.ERCS.AB.CA 
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Available on or around the 4th Monday of each month 

(usually more around than on) 

Like our meetings, there will not be an issue of the 

Newsletter in July, August or December 

EDITOR:  

Brad Lourie 
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Membership and Circulation 

 

ERCS MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 

 

Mr. Allan McGillis  

10938 126th Street 

Edmonton, Alberta, T5M 0P3 

(780) 454-7548 

Email: amcgil@telusplanet.net 

  



 

THE LAST (LAST) FLIGHT 

Well gang, it’s been great doing the Newsletter 

but time has come to pass the torch to someone 

with new ideas and a vision of where this source 

of vital club information needs to go. 

To all those who helped me while I did this, 

thanks, without your input the Newsletter would 

have been nothing more than a monthly email.  

You made the Newsletter live. 

 

It’s election time…  Elections will the held at to-

night’s meeting. Come out and volunteer to serve 

on the Executive. 

 

Don’t forget, No Meeting in December. The first 

meeting for 2014 will be the 29th of January. 

 

Frozen Finger Fun Fly is scheduled to kick off at 

zero-dark thirty on the 1st of January. Those of 

you that have not fled to the south like the geese, 

come out and kick the New year off with a Bang! 

With that, my Family and I wish you all a Happy 

Holiday and Prosperous New Year! 

Keep the Wings level and see you at the Field. 

Brad    

 

 


